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“This- That She Hath Done” 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


This that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of 
her. — Mark 14:9. 


D* Lord, we may not break some box 
Of precious ointment at Thy feet, 
For Thou dost dwell on earth no more, 
Sit in our homes, and share our meat ; 
But we can bring the best we have, 
And we can do the best we know, 
For all that Thou hast given us 
Our love and gratitude to show. 


We must not shut them in our souls 
Nor set on lips and tongue a seal ; 
Only the shattered vase can serve 
Its prisoned odor to reVeal. 
A prayer on wings of pity sped, 
me kindness to Thy brethren shown, — 
These, in Thy name and for Thy sake, 
Thou sayest, to Thyself are done. 


And these must be our broken box 
That sets the costly spikenard free 
To fill our lives with Tance sweet 


When it is offered unto Thee. 

-Give us a mind so bent, oh, Lord, 
A heart so fixed, a will so set, 

And though none other praise the deed, 
Thou knowest, Thou wilt not forget. 








The Light Giver 


“He multiplied light and dissolved darkness,” said 
the President of the United States when the radio 
brought him the sad news of the death of his beloved 
friend Thomas A, Edison. Said another lifelong 
friend, Henry Ford: “Edison’s fame is independent 
of the fluctuating judgments of history; it is etched 
in light and sound on the daily and- hourly life of 
the world.” General Harbord, Chairman of the Board 
of. the Radio Corporation of America, said: “His 
devotion to his work offers an inspiration as glowing 
as the electric light he conceived.” President Hibben 
of Princeton called him “the prophet of light and 
power.” Dr, Poling said truly of his scientific re- 
searches: ; “More than any other man in the world, 
he gave light to the world.” From Germany comes 
Einstein’s tribute: “An inventive spirit filled his own 
life and all our existence ‘with brightslight’” The 
Associated Press noted that “by a strange coincidence, 
Thomas A. Edison will be buried on the fifty-second 
anniversary (October 21) of what he considered his 


greatest invention, the incandescent light.” ‘There has 
been no other man in our lifetime like Edison, and 
few in the history of the world. What a parable it 
is, in the field of human and scientific achievement, 
of the divine, supernatural, and eternal Light that is 
Christ. The Son of God and Saviour of men could 
say, as no other, “I am the light of the world.” Over 
and over again in the Gospels these words came from 
his lips or were spoken of him by the inspired writers. 
Edison was unique among the children of men; the 
Lord Jesus Christ is unique in. time and eternity, in 
Heaven and on earth. Did the great human inventor, 
known and honored and loved throughout the world, 
have the Light of the world in his own life? His 
physician, his family, and his friends have made inter- 
esting and impressive statements about his religious 
beliefs. His life is such an extraordinary challenge 
to this generation, and is filled with such lessons and 
experiences, that THE SuNpAy ScHoot Times’ hopes 
to bring together in an early issue some of these im- 
pressive facts, with a study of the religious attitude 
of this truly great man. May God use the life and 
death of Edison to turn the hearts of many to the 
One who alone could say: “I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life’ (John 8:12). 


a 


Lips and Lives 


People live largely as they talk. We cannot talk 
one way and live ‘another for very long. It is a 
constant temptation to all of us to think that we can. 
Even if we deceive others for a while, and even if we 
deceive ourselves, we cannot deceive God. Lips and 
lives work in unison in God’s sight. “Jerusalem is 
ruined,” said God through Isaiah, “and Judah is 
fallen: because their tongue and their doings are 
against the Lord” (Isa. 3:8). There is a great deal 
of talk today that is “against the Lord” while those 
from whom it comes lay claim to lofty standards of 
morality and ethics. They have broken away from the 
“shackles of the old traditions and superstitions of 
the Bible and religion,” they say, but in matters of 
honor and honesty and right attitude toward fellow 
men and real purity of tife they live on a high plane. 
That is the claim of many Liberals, Modernists, and 


“free thinkers.” Their talk is impressive, plausible, 
even convincing to some. But if their tongue is 
against the Lord, their doings are bound to be against 
the Lord. That is God’s declaration, and he is never 
mistaken. The collapse of morality, purity, honor, 
and ethics in the lives of those who have rejected the 
old faith, the only Gospel, the infallible Word, is in- 
evitable and notorious, It ruined Jerusalem; it will 
ruin America or any land or individual in any age. 


a 
Rich At Once 


There are no spiritual paupers in the family of 
God. One who comes to Christ as Saviour is not 
kept waiting for “the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 
A striking statement by Dr. W. Y. Fullerton was re- 
cently, quoted in the Keswick Calendar: “You will 
notice this important truth that the robe, the ring, 
and shoes were all given together (Luke 15), and 
when a prodigal returns to God now he receives as 
much the first day as ever afterwards. The idea with 
many, as they come to God, is that they will take 
a lower place first of all, and gradually work their 
way up. That first of all, receiving forgiveness from 
God, they will be clothed with the robe, but cannot 
expect to receive the ring of adoption till, say, when 
they are going to die; and as for the shoes, well, they 
must work them- out by a holy walk with God, — 
forgetting that they must have the shoes in order to 
their walking with God.” This is good news indeed! 
It is the very heart of the Gospel of salvation, yet 
it is strangely overlooked by many children of God. 
To every believer Paul writes by inspiration that the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ “hath blessed 
us-with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ” (Eph. 1:3). And “the same Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him” (Rom. 10:12). 
We can no more work for our sanctification than we 
can for our justification; unto evegy believer Christ 
Jesus “is made . . . wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). All 
believers are equally rich in their freedom from the 
law of sin and power of sin (Rom. 8:2; 6:14). None 
is richer than another; therefore “he that glorieth, let 
him glory in the Lord.” 


Heroes of Faith Among Bibie Distributors 


the founding of the American Bible Society, 

and its One Hundred and Fifteenth Annual 
Report is as bread which strengtheneth man’s heart. 
In the midst of apostasy and religious confusion this 
society keeps on its way, faithful and untroubled. 

Its circulation of Bibles, Testaments, and Portions 
in I92I was 913,409; in 1931, 4,037,824. So little have 
the Four A’s availed to check the Word’s advances 
Neither has world-wide economic disaster lowered 
sales, The contrary rather! The report of the East- 
ern Agency declares that “hard times seem to mean 
busy times for: Bible distribution not because people 
have more money but because there is in many cases 
a greater consciousness of the need of some outside 
power to help folks through the hard pull, Often this 
means turning to the Bible, This has quite: definifely 
been the experience of the Eastern Agency during the 
year 1930. Its circulation has increased by over 40,- 
000 volumes over the 1929 figutes.”. Even in distracted 
and afflicted China sales have held up to four-fifths 
of the year preceding (a total of 12,000,000 through 
the three chief Bible Societies). “Chinese militarists,” 
so Mr. Hodse of the Peking Agency writes, “are 
buying every kniown kind of war munitions, — poison 
gas, tear gas, laughing gas, tanks, death-rays from 
foreign countries, to massacre.their own blood breth- 
ren.” Thoughtful Chinese are beginning to see in 
“science” and “democracy” broken reeds. “Thousands 


O*« hundred and fifteen years have passed since 


- are turning again to religion, and even the impetuous 


students até taking on a mood of inquiry.” The de 


struction of Buddhist and Taoist shrines has left a 
religious vacuum, and many are ready to consider the 
claims of Christianity. Best of all under the influence 
of the general movement for a ‘sovereign China’ small 
‘Chinese churches have shot up in numbers. Many 
of these independent groups cannot afford to hire 
pastors, but the reading from the Word when they 
congregate on Sundays satisfies their souls. They 
are acquiring the habit of searching for themselves 
the sacred Scriptures. A number of the barely literate 
Chinese Christians have even appealed for a Greek 
primer in Chinese so that they can learn the Bible 
from the original. 

The colporteur staff is the backbone of the Society. 
A secretary in China after recounting their hardships 
and persecutions (“one went lame, another began to 
cough blood,” and the like) adds, “If there are front 
seats in Heaven I will look for them there.” Then 
there are volunteers such as “that yery much unknown 
man of God in Tokyo.” “As a rule we find in the 
letter box every Monday morning an ordef from him 
for at least a thousand portions, —sometimes more. 
They are prayerfully distributed during the _ week.” 
At El Paso, Tex., 170 volunteers distributed in one 
day ten thousand portions of Scripture in Spanish, 
all going to Mexican children! Bookstores sell many 
Bibles, . There are about fifty in Chicago which carry 
Scripture for the retail trade. 

The most successful Japanese colporteur is a woman, 
Mrs, Suzuki. During the year past she has been svs- 
tematically working among the employees of the 55 
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passenger stations and 27 other related institutions of 
Tokyo. In 35 of the 82 she sold 9,400 portions. “It 
was .difficult to get into the great Tokyo station, but 
early morning prayer-meetings of the church availed.” 
One door after another opened until she had gone 
through ten departments selling 1,500 portions. 

On the Philippine island of Luzon the Society uses 
a truck with a team of four men which travels thou- 
sands of kilometers. When its side is lowered it 
becomes a store. A phonograph attracts the people, 
and a colporteur-preacher stirs their hearts with mes- 
sages from the Bible. With the use of a stereopticon 
Bible lectures are given, and the acetylene. torches 
make the whole. scene attractive, especially at night. 
Hundreds of Bible portions are sold at every stop, 
and many Testaments and Bibles. This traveling- 
library truck makes it a point to visit fiestas, or fairs, 
all over the island which are celebrated at the same 
date every year. Catholicisme and merchandizing go 
hand in hand at these festivals and draw the people 
in crowds, making them an ideal time for offering 
Scripture for sale. 

The Pomaks.‘of Bulgaria were forcibly converted 
from Christianity to Mohammedanism, and now blindly 
follow their hodjas,. or Moslem priests, and know 
nothing about God. The Bulgarian Church does noth- 
ing for them, indeed can do nothing for them, since 
its unfortunate attempt to convert them back to Chris- 
tianity with the help of the army some years since. 
They hate the national church more than: ever and 
cling ever more closely to their alien faith. There 
is not a single evangelical Christian among these 
200,000 people, but the Bible Society has sent its col- 


porteurs to them. They live in a rough, mountainous ° 


country, provided .with poor roads and execrable inns. 
The people, are ignorant and illiterate and prejudiced. 
The brothers Ivanoff who are working in the moun- 
tains of Bulgaria, with a Pauline determination to 
build on no other man’s foundation, suffer much priva- 
tion. It is due to the Orthodox priest’s opposition 
that they are at times unable to find lodging in vil- 
lages. Often they have to sleep on cornstalks in a 
ditch, getting up from time to time to warm them- 
selves by exercise. Once the only persons who would 
take them in were Mohammedan gypsies. “One priest 
was to this extent better than his brethren that he 
told the colporteur to sell but not to speak to his cus- 
tomers |” 

Is all this expenditure of energy and endurance of 
hardship worth while? Does the Society get the re- 
turn promised, “some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty”? Its Report gives many illustrations which 


indicate that it does. An Argentina notary public’ 


in a large city of the state of Parana keeps an open 
Bible constantly on his desk. He noticed that one 
of his clerks would often leave his work to go and 
ponder over the contents of the Book. More than 
once he thought. he saw in the young man’s face a 
certain disdain and felt like telling him to return to 
his work, but did not, 

Some time later the young man was taken sick 
with tuberculosis and lay dying in the Cordoba Hills. 
A telegram réached the notary asking him to come 
immediately, and when he found the young man the 
latter begged him “to read from that book which he 
had often read on his desk and which had spoken to 
his soul.” So the notary opened his Testament, read 
to the dying man such passages as he thought best 
for his state, and ultimately led him to Christ. 

Another incident well iHustrates the danger of de- 
lay in Jealing with Christ’s salvation. A colporteur 
in our West was asked concerning certain passages 
of which the inquirer knew only the general drift and 
not at all their Scripture location. He explained to 
the colporteur that he had heard the Bible read in 
his youth, but since then had paid little attention to 
it. However, shortly before he would “have given 
anything to recall one of those blessed promises. I 
was facing death for ten hours, and could not remem- 
ber any of them.” 

Then he recounted that he was one of the guards 
in a bloody riot in the Colorado State Penitentiary 
during the preceding October. Four men headed by 
Danny Daniels, members of the notorious Southwest- 


ern gang, led a break for liberty. The rioters had - 


captured a number of guards whom. they held as host- 
ages. They called on the warden to open the west 
prison -gate, supply a number of high-powered auto- 
mobiles, and permit them to escape, threatening to 
murder their hostages on, refusal. The warden did 
refuse, and the body of a murdered guard was thrown 
out of a third floor window where the rioters had 
barricaded themselves. As the warden remained: ob- 
durate thirteen men were shot one by one by the 
ruthless gang. “Three times my name was called, and 
I thought my time had come, but each time they said, 
‘Let him live a little longer. He’s treated us pretty 
white.’ I’d goe back to my corner, and one of the 
other helpless guards would be ordered against the 
wall, killed, and his body thrown from the window. 
“It was during those ten hours of unspeakable hor- 
ror that I tried in vain to reconstruct some of God’s 
precious promises—and failed. A man may forget 
his Bible and be careless about his soul arid get by 
with it in fair weather times, but believe me when he 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


gets into a situation like that he thinks about God, 
and thinks hard.” 

Whatever critics and theoreticians may say about 
the Bible the practical mian knows in his heart of 
hearts its value and believes in its truth. One col- 
porteur happened upon a house in which Buffalo Bill’s 
Bible is preserved as a cherished treasure. This was 
the story which went with it. When Russell, Major, 
and Wadell ‘established their pioneer. transcontinen,al 
mule-team freight lines across the plains and Rockies 
and desert into San Francisco— freight lines which 
later developed into the historic pony express — they 
knew that only men of high moral character could 
be trusted as employees. So they decided to use this 
plan. They chose only those men who, in addition 
to having certain physical requirements, would ,accept 
the Bible as their constant companion and guide. Mr. 
Major ordered a quantity of well-bound leather Bibles 
from the American Bible Society, had printed on the 
front cover, “Presented by Russell, Major, and Wadell.” 
and, on finding the right sort of man, would present 
one of them to him upon his promise to carry it with 
him constantly and to read from it-each day. Buffalo 
Bill’s copy was one ,of these; and it shows signs of 
real use by the famous old scout. 

Finally one must remember (and remember to co- 
operate in a practical way) that the American Bible 
Society (with headquarters ,at 6 Astor Place, New 
York City) is the generous helper of hard-pressed 
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religious workers unable to provide Scripture to those 
to whom they are ministering. Here is a letter from 
a woman, a widow of sixty-four years, who is work- 
ing “among the poorest people I- have ever met in my 
life. They are “all religiously inclined, but very many 
have no Bibles at all. I am an old school teacher and 
have been a home missionary for forty-six years. A 
mountaineer, raised a mile from where I now live, 
met me in Florida two years ago and begged me to 
come as.a missionary to this section, No church sent 
me. All the support I have is a small donation from 
friends. I raised and canned 157 quarts of fruit and 
vegetables, so my living is partly secured. I am 
almost barefoot now. I have been without oil for 
my lamp, and I live alone a mile from the nearest 
neighbor and hate to be without a light. I teach the 
old men and women to read as well as the younger 
grown-ups. They are hungering for the Word of 
God, and want to read it themselves. I can find a 
hundred homes within ten miles which have no form 
of God’s Word in them. They are so poor that they 
can’t pay for Bibles. I have neither silver nor gold, 
but give my life freely, for I desire only to serve 
my fellow men and my Saviour.” 

This appeal for. free Scriptures was responded to 
freely by the Bible Society. Should not, American 
Christians rejoice that such a society exists to whom 
the poor can turn and through whom others can help 
them to the Word of truth? 





Questions About Sheol 


In THE Sunpay Scuoot Times of April 4, 1931, 

I find the following words: ‘In the Old Testament 
Sheol is used in a very broad sense as covering the 
state and condition of all the dead, and is sometimes 
wrongly rendered ‘grave,’ but a careful examination 
of every passage where it is so translated will show 
that the reference is not to the tomb, but to the place 
where the spirits of the departed, whether saved or 
lost, await their final bliss or woe.” 

Questions : 

1. Since in Genesis 42:38 and 44: 29, 31, “gray 
hairs” go to the “grave,” do we understand these to 
be “spirit” hairs? Do “spirits” in Sheol have “gray 
hairs’? 

2. In 1 Kings 2:6 a gray head goes to Sheol. Is 
this a gray “spirit” head? 

3. In Psalm 6:5 the Sheol dwellers do not praise 

od. Is this the “spirit”? 

4. In Psalm 49:14 sheep go to Sheol. Are these 
“spirit” sheep? 

5. Are the bones in Psalm 141: 7, that go to Sheol, 
“spirit”? bones? 

6. Are the “spirits” in Sheol (see Eccles. 9: 10) 
without knowledge, wisdom, work, or device? 

7. In Isaiah 38 the inhabitants of Sheol do not 
praise God. Are these “spirits”? 

8. In Ezekiel 32:27 Sheol has “weapons of war” 
in it. Are these “spirit” weapons? 

9. If the “spirit” goes to Sheol, and returns to 
God at death, does this locate God in Sheol? (Eccles. 
12:7.)—A California reader. 

The article in THE SunpAay ScuHoot TIMEs con- 
cerning which these questions are asked was by Dr. 
H. A: Ironside, pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago; it was entitled, “What Does the Bible Really 
Teach About Hell?” and it furnished a valuable side- 
light on the Sunday-school lesson “The Rich Man and 
Lazarus” from Luke 16. The California reader has 
asked for the author’s answers to these questions, 
and THE SunpAy ScHoot Times gladly publishes Dr. 
Ironside’s illuminating reply, as follows: 

In reply to the California reader’s questions, I sub- 
mit the following: 

Sheol. never means grave out-always the unseen 
world. No.one ever digs a Sheol; no one ever pur- 
chases, owns, or sells a Sheol. The word is never 
used in the piural. Therefore it could not be synony- 
mous with grave or sepulcher. 

As to-gray hairs going down to Sheol, surely no 
one can misunderstand the expression.. A golden- 
haired child might %o° to. Sheol, or a gray-haired old 
man. ‘There is not the-igast suggestion that the hair 
as such goes. into: the Mdiseen world. 

As to Psalm 6: 5,Atis clearly the viewpoint of the 
living that is befor€ us. So far as David can see, 
“in -death there is no rémembrance” of God, and this 
leaves him to ask the question, “Who shall give thee 
thanks?” We need to remember that life and immor- 
tality ‘were brought to light through the Gospel. 

Again, Psalm 497 14 is only an imaginary difficulty ; 
as sheep are folded, so the dead are gathered into Sheol. 

The fifth question is already answered in connection 
with that of gray hairs, for/it is the same in principle. 

In Ecclesiastes 9:10 we have man’s conclusion as 
he looks at the dead from the standpoint of one “un- 
der the sun” (Ecches. 12.3, 9, 14; 2:11, °eta.). 





Hezekiah’s mourning cry in Isaiah 38 is of the 
same character. -Our soul-sleeping friends almost in- 
variably quote Old Testament characters, speaking in 
their perplexities before the light of the New Testa- 
ment had dawned, as though they themselves were 
necessarily inspired; whereas the fact of the matter“is 
that the inspired record contains the account of their 
perplexities without giving the answers. 

Ezekiel 32:27 answers very largely to the solemn 
scene of which our Lord speaks in Luke 16. Per- 
sons in Sheol are depicted by physical terms. 

Question 9 answers itself if one remembers that 
Sheol comes from the verb sha’al, meaning to inquire, 
and it is the place of which man inquires. There is 
no difficulty, then, in thinking of God himself as 
dwelling in the unseen without presuming to localize 
him. Certainly the spirit does return to God, and 
he is the Father of spirits and the God of the spirits 
of all flesh. These spirits are not “breaths” as our 
materialistic opponents would insist, but unclothed 
personalities. 

ya 


The Peril of Consulting Fortune Tellers 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times recently answered 
a question as to whether Christians should consult 
fortune tellers, and called attention to the deadly dan- 
ger against which the Word of God plainly warns 
us (Isa. 8:19, 20). A California reader has sent a 


significant comment from the columns of the daily 


news, with the following letter: 


Am attaching hereto an article from the Los An- 
geles Times, bearing directly upon the question 
treated in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times of August 
8, about “Christians and Fortune Tellers.” 

May the dear Lord rescue any of his children from 
such traps of the Adversary. 


May the Lord continue your great testimony in 
this day of compromise, till he come! One looking, 
— and longing for His coming.—A California 
reader. 


The news article in the Los Angeles Times reads, 
in part, as follows: 


Suicipe InciteEpD sy Psycuic Tae 


Despondent and afraid because a fortune teller 
advised her a few days ago that she was threatened 
with an attack of a dread disease and that her days 
were numbered, Mrs. , thirty-two years of age, 
yesterday drank poison and died while en route to 
the Georgia Street Receiving Hospital. She was 
discovered. unconscious in the bedroom of their home 
by her husband. A note, telling of her visit to the 
fortune teller; was found beside the body. The 
note also said she had attempted suicide by turning 
on the gas in her home last Saturday, but desisted 
when she realized the gas might also kill her two 
small -children. 





There are epidemics of physical disease in these 
dark days, and epidemics of spiritual disease also, 
and among the Jatter are the Devil’s revival of Spir- 
itism and the occult. People are turning in increasing 
numbers to astrology, fortune telling, spirit mediums, 
with resulting disaster, insanity, and suicide. But 
God’s children can be safeguarded from all such 
death-dealing errors by keeping close to his Word, 
the one infallible and life-giving revelation to: men. - 
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Jerusalem Now Building as Jeremiah Predicted 


How the growth of the city has followed 
the old inspired plan 


By G. Olaf Matson 








6 EHOLD, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
B the city shall be built to the Lord from the 
tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. 

“And the measuring line shall yet go forth over 
against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about 
to Goath. 

“And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of 
the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, 
unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, 
shall be holy unto the Lord; it shall not be plucked 
up, nor thrown down any more forever” (Jer. 31: 
38-40). 

It would be difficult to quote a Bible prophecy that 
is more definite and- graphic than this forecast by 
Jeremiah of the rebuilding of the oft-destroyed city 
of Jerusalem. Being of a character which makes it 
so easy to measure up as to fulfillment, and to check 
up in its every detail, as with a plumb line, this re- 
markable civic prophecy must be of vital interest and 
importance to all who are interested in the prophecies 
of the Bible, and who are observing their fulfillment. 

The prophet uses no vague or general terms, — 
such as might apply as well to one Palestinian city 
as another,—but marks his course by well-known 
landmarks, landmarks so well established that they 
have maintained their existence- through the twenty- 
five centuries that separate our days from those of 
the great prophet of the Exile. Some of these land- 
marks have only now begun to disappear; and that, 
only as a consequence of the actual fulfillment of the 
prophecy itself; as, for instance, the using up of the 
heap of “ashes” for building material in the con- 
struction of modern Jerusalem. 


A Landmark,in Another Prophecy 
This prophecy is remarkably corroborated by the 
prophet Zechariah, writing a few score years later 
than Jeremiah, Dealing with Jerusalem, the punish- 
ment of its people, and its subsequent upbuilding, he 
says: “And it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her 
place, from Benjamin’s gate unto the place of the 
first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower 
of Hananeel unto the king’s winepresses” (Zech, 14: 
10). It is the last mentioned point that concerns our 
subject; because, although Jeremiah does not speak 
of them, these winepresses are actually in the line 
which the earlier prophet prescribed, and thus one 
‘more bench-mark has been supplied for the tracing 
of our survey. 
Let us for a time imagine that we are accompanying 
Jeremiah on a walk, in line along 
which he foresaw that Jerusalem would 


Two thousand five hundred years ago Jeremiah 
prophesied certain changes in the building details 
of Jerusalem. Within the past few years the ful- 
fillment of the prophecy has begun in the most 
literal and detailed way. Mr. Matson has lived in 
Jerusalem for over thirty years, and he compiled 
“The American Colony Palestine Guide.” In this 
article he takes readers for a walk around Jeru- 
salem, with a passage in Jeremiah as guidebook, 
and he traces the remarkable growth of the city 
according to the prophesied plan. The article is a 
chapter from a new book, “Fulfilled Prophecies 
That Prove the Bible,” by George T. B. Davis, 
which may be obtained at 25 cents a copy from 
the Million Testaments Campaign, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia. 








. The prophet continues: “And the measuring line 
shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb.” 
Hitherto we have traversed a region inside the walled 
city, which, as such, was built up before the days 
of the present generation, but, as above pointed out, 
long centuries after Jeremiah’s time. The fulfillment 
of this part of the prophecy, although just'as definite 
as the other parts of it and as unquestioned, has not 
engaged the interest of observers of our generation 
so much as the part outside the walls, the working 
out of which could be watched step by step, in the 
process of fulfillment. 

Thus the words “measuring line” are most appro- 
priately used in connection with the section outside 
the walls, since the building up of it involved the 
survey and measurement of the land, for the benefit 
of the present-day purchasers and builders. To a 
considerable extent these have been Jews, which is 
in itself a significant fact. 

The hill Gareb has been aptly identified with that 
rising ground on a part of which stands the Russian 
Compound, situated to the northwest of the old city, 
the word Gareb meaning “west” in Hebrew. 

The modern growth followed along this general 
line, from the corner gate to Gareb, until, about fifty 
years ago, it commenced to overflow the city’s old 
limits within the walls. It actually went “forth over 
against it upon the hill Gareb.’ Then, “and shall 
compass about to Goath.” Thus we follow, still in 
a northwesterly direction, in a ctrved line bearing 
to the right, or north, until we come to the prominent 
eminence on which is located the German industrial 








school known as Schneller’s Orphanage, pointed out 
as the hill “Goath.” Until recently this has been the 
northwestern limit of the suburbs of Jerusalem. 

Most remarkably, in the light of prophecy, the build- 
ings of Jerusalem have slowly but surely appeared 
along this line; and most naturally also, from the 
fact that the main thoroughfare outside the walls — 
the Jaffa Road—also follows it, as the reader will 
see by glancing at the accompanying map of Jeru- 
salem. Along both sides of this road the new Jewish 
suburbs have sprung up, and during the last few 
decades have gone out along this road as far’ west- 
ward as a point south of the hill “Goath,” which, for 
a long time, was about the limit in this direction; 
but, true to prophecy, the building line there went 
northward toward Goath. 

Within the lines so far described, settlement has 
been definite and steady. 

To proceed: “and the whole valley of the dead 
bodies.” We are now walking northeastward, the 
valley of dead bodies lying to the northwest of the 
modern city and running by the government tree nurs- 
ery on the south. This valley abounds with ancient 
rock-cut. tombs, whence its name, 

King Hezekiah’s Wine Presses 

It is here that the second prophecy, that of Zech- 
ariah, fits into the former one: “and from the 
tower of Hananeel unto the king’s winepresses.” These 
wine presses have been identified with an elaborately 
constructed wine press cut out of the rock, and fur- 
nished with a large cistern for the storing of the wine 
skins, and believed to have been made by King Heze- 
kiah. If we continue our walk northward and cross 
over the Valley of Dead Bodies, we arrive at this press 
in a few minutes, Just near this has sprung up, during 
the last five years, a new and growing settlement of 
Yemenite Jews. 

_Again following Jeremiah, we proceed, circling a 
little northward, toward the site of the ash heaps, 
to the southeast of the hill Goath. These used to 
be a familiar landmark in modern Jerusalem, until 
their disappearance about fifteen years ago. They 
were situated near the crossroad west of the Palestine 
Museum of Antiquities. About fifty years ago the 
ash heap was a large gray mound of solidified ashes, 
about five hundred feet across, and about forty feet 
high in parts. The “Hill of Ashes” may be seen 
clearly marked on the Ordinance Survey map of Jeru- 
salem. . These, it is claimed, were the accumulated 
dumpings of the ashes and other rubbish from the 
Hebrew Temple sacrifices. On being 
analyzed to ascertain its composition, 





be built up; and for the sake of those 
not conversant with the topography of 
modern Jerusalem, and its ancient paral- 
lels, we will mention the moderi identi- 
fication of the ancient places. But before 
we start, it is important to fix it clearly 
in our minds that the Jerusalem of 
Jeremiah’s time was much farther south 
than modern Jerusalem. It covered the 
two hills of Ophel and Zion and_ their 
slopes as far as the Pool of Siloam, 
while in the opposite diréction it did 
not extend nearly as far as the present 
northern city walls. The city has, dur- 
ing its whole history, been growing 
northward. 

Our prophetic guide says: “Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, that the 
city shall be built to the Lord from 
the tower of Hananeel unto the gate 
of the corner.” We are now (most 
authorities agree in the identification) 
at the northwest corner of the enclosure 
of ‘the Mosque of Omar, at the large 
old buildings until recently used as 
Turkish military barracks, the modern 
successor of the old Roman castle of An- 
tonia. Here, in Jeremiah’s time, stood 
the tower of Hananeel. 

Our guide now leads us in a ‘westerly 
direction, roughly in the course of the 
present Via Dolorosa, into the Tyropeon 
valley; then, crossing the main road 
which bisects the city from north to 
south, we make our way toward - the 
“gate of the corner,” going a little to 
thé southwest, and passing (or crossing) 
the grounds now occupied by the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher, and then on to 
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the soil forming this mound was found 
to contain a large proportion of burnt 
bone and other animal matter, decom- 
posed wood, and the like, clearly show- 
ing it? origin. 

The ash-heaps were found to furnish 
excellent earth for building mortar, and 
consequently they have been carried 
away on donkey-back to the various 
building areas, a little at a time, dur- 
ing the past thirty years; with the re- 
sult that today scarcely a vestige re- 
mains. Fortunately their identity was 
recognized before their disappearance, * 
otherwise Jeremiah’s “ashes” might have 
remained a misunderstood term. 

For a long time the buildings reached 
no farther than the “ashes,” but they 
havé now gone beyond. “And all the 
fields unto the brook of Kidron” is a 
rather comprehensive term, as the brook 
Kidron, or the Kidron Valley as it is 
now called, runs along for a consider- 
able distance to the east and northeast . 
of Jerusalem. If we now walk along - 
the first part of the road to the Mount 
of Olives, we shall see. new houses 
sprinkled over these “fields unto the 
brook of Kidron.” 

Our guide is now nearing the end of 
the afternoon’s walk, and we are fol- 
lowing, from the “fields,” in a more or 
less directly southward course “unto the 
corner of the horse gate toward the 
east.” We have now arrived at the 
present eastern city wall, at the site of 
the ancient “horse gate,” which has long 
since disappeared, but which stood not 
far from the present Golden Gate, ‘row 








a point near the present Jaffa Gate in 
the western city wall. 
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walled up. . 
If one visits -the area enclosed by the 


















































































































604 


route which our guide has followed, he will be amazed 
to see how solidly mast of that area has been built 
up within recent years—the last fifty years, approxi- 
mately. Moreover, this area, so foretold and so built 
up, has not simply filled with residences during the 
last half century in a promiscuous manner, but the 
building has gone along the prescribed lines. 

It is not to be inferred that this one prophecy is 
the ne plus ultra of all prediction as to Jerusalem's 
growth, There are others, distinctly presaging a 
growth of the city southward, which should come after 
the earlier northward trend; this also has been re- 
markably carried out during the two past decades. © 

Jeremiah concludes by saying that this new city 
“shall be holy unto the Lord; it shall not ‘be plucked 
up, nor thrown down any more forever.” 

How soon this latter part, that is, that it shall be 
holy unto the Lord, will become fact, or just how it 
will come about, is a question more easily asked than 
answered at the present time of. political and racial 
antipathies and strife; but it will come in the right 
time, as the material part of the prophecy has come, 

It is, however, most reassuring to be thus told that 
Jerusalem, the city of numberless sieges and destruc- 
tions, “shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any 
more forever.” 


JERUSALEM. 
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The Victorious Life 

















Thanksgiving Conference 


HE next Victorious“Life Conference at Keswick 

Grove, N. J., will be that of the Thanksgiving 
week-end, from Friday night till Sunday night, No- 
vember 27-29. These week-end conferences are al- 
ways filled with blessing, and it is hoped that many 
will take advantage of. this opportunity. 

It is expected that the Bible Hour will be led by 
the well-known Bible teacher, J. East Harrison, whose 
ministry at Keswick has been greatly blessed, and 
whose book “Reigning in Life” is a rich Scriptural 
study of the life of victory in Christ. Alex R. Hay, 
of the Inland South America Missionary Union, who 
has just returned to the United States from South 
America, will lead the missionary studies. The Vic- 
torious Life Hour will be led by Charles. G. Trumbull, 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs: 

The registration for this conference is $1.50, room 
and board being $6, and applications should be sent 
promptly ‘to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








Blood atonement, the only 
ground of forgiveness 


How the New Testament Explains the Passover 
By W. Bell Dawson, M.A., D.Sc., M. Inst. C.E. 




















Every animal slain beside Old Testament altars pointed forward to the Lamb of God, who poured out his own 


blood in ‘‘ one sacrifice for sins for ever.’’ 


Cleansed by that blood, every believer today has peace with God. 


With this article Dr. Dawson concludes his clear, Scriptural study of the Atonement, begun in last week's issue 
of the Times. It is written in such simple language that children can understand it ; yet the truths set forth in it 
are so profound and precious that it will bring joy to the oldest Christian’s heart. It may be had in pamphlet 


form, under the title ‘‘Forgiveness Ti 


hrough the Blood of the Atonement,’* at one English penny a copy, or 


seven shillings sixpence per 100, from Pickering and Inglis, 14 Paternoster Row, London, E. C. 4, England. 


eat the flesh of the Lamb to show that the 

lamb was sacrificed in place of them; and the 

‘ blood of the lamb on the doorposts protected them 
from death because the lamb was slain .instead of the 

firstborn child. At the other great sacrifice of the 

. year, on the Day of Atonement, the sin of the people 
was laid on the head of the scapegoat to show that 

it stood in their place; but they did not eat its flesh. 

‘The blood of the other goat made atonement with it. 
_ All these object lessons and pictures were fulfilled by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. When John the Baptist saw 

Him, when He was about to begin His public teach- 

ing, he said: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 

away the sin of the world”; for one of the prophets 

had written, “The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 

of us all” (Isa. 53:6). “Let us. now look at the fuller 

meaning which is brought out by the Lord’s Supper. 

The Lord Jesus met with his disciples at the last 
Passover before he suffered on the cross; and he 
afterward broke the bread, and said to them: “Take, 
eat: this is my body, which is broken for you” (1 
Cor. 11:24). Now, the disciples: had just been eating 
the flesh of the Passover lamb, and they knew very 
well that this meant that the lamb had been killed 
instead of them, so that they might not die. They 
had been taught ever since they were children, that 
this was the meaning of eating the flesh of a sacri- 
fice. When they heard the Saviour say to them: This 
is my body, eat Of it; how clearly they must have 
understood that he was going to offer himself as a 
sacrifice on their behalf. The apostle Paul also under- 
stood this, for he said of the Lord Jesus, “who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

Then also at the Last Supper, the Lord took the 
cup, and gave it to the disciples, saying: ‘Drink ye 
all of it; for this is my blood of the new testament 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins” 


‘ A T THE Passover service, each family was to 


(Matt. 26:27, 28). Now, what had the disciples been 


taught about blood, as well as their fathers before 


them, ever since the days of old? God had told them - 


that blood was something sacred, only to be used in 
sacrifice to him; and it was only through the blood 
of the offering that sin could be forgiven. They had 
learned this year by year on: the holy feast days; they 
had heard it read again and again from the Law and 
the Prophets; they knew well that without shedding 
of blood there was no forgiveness. How striking it 
must have been to them then, when. the Lord Jesus 
stood before them and said in plain words: It is my 
blood which is shed for the remission of sins. Here 
at last was the real Passover Lamb; Jesus Christ had 
now come to offer the true blood of atonement, which 
had so long been pictured on the Day of Atonement. 

When the Lord Jesus was leaving his disciples, he 
said there were many things that he had not told them, 
but that the Holy Spirit would show them those things 


about him which they could not understand while he 
was with them. (See the promise in John 16: 12-15.) 
In the Epistles of the New Testament, these things 
are told us by the Holy Spirit; and you will find 
how clearly it is explained that Christ is a sacrifice 
for sin; and that his blood is for :forgiveness and 
cleansing. If we look now at some of ‘the things 
that are said, we shall see that all the explanations 
about the meaning of blood in the Old Testament, 
pointed forward to Christ. 

The first thing we were told about blood in the 
Old Testament was that it was sacred, especially. the 
blood of people; and that no person should kill any- 
one. The first man who was killed was Abel; and 
God said that his blood cried,to Him from the ground. 
It called for punishment upon Cain who had killed 
‘Abel. Now, after Christ had died, the apostles told 
the people of Israel plainly what a very wicked thing 
it was to kill him. They said: “Him... ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain” 
(Acts 2:23). But did the blood of the Lord Jesus 
call out for vengeance? No, for we read: “Ye are 
come ... to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and .to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abei” (Heb. 12:24). The blood 
of the Lord Jesus does not give out the same cry 
as the blood ‘of Abel; for it is called “the blood of 
sprinkling,” and we have seen by the sacrifices that 
_this means atonement and forgiveness. 

The next lesson in the Old Testament is the Pass- 
over service; and we are told in plain words ,that the 
Passover lamb means Christ. For we read: “Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). The 
Lord Jesus made this clear at the Last Supper, when 
he kept the Passover with his disciples. So all that 
the Passover means is meant by the sacrifice of Christ. 
The blood shelters us from death, and it marks the 
difference between the people of God and those who 
live only for this world. There is wide and deep 
meaning in this word: Christ our . Passover. 

There is perhaps most said im the Epistles about 
the sacrifice on the:sDay of Atonement; for what. was 
done then brings out, $oclearly the meaning of what 
the Lord Jesus did, inoffering himself for us, and 
bearing our sins.. Phis is fully explained in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, andsit is pointed out that the sacri- 
fice of Christ was the great final reality which the 
types or pictures of the old days were meant to teach. 
For while- the Tabernacle was yet standing, the high 
priest went in every year, into the most holy place; 
and took the blood in with him, which he offered for 
himself and for the sins of the people. But when 
Christ came as our great. High Priest, he did not go 
into any earthly tabernacle or temple to make a sac- 
rifice, he entered into Heaven itself; and he did not 
go in.with the blood of a goat or a young bull, but 
with his own’ blood. In the old days, the sacrifice was 
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repeated every year; but Christ offered himself once 
for all, and obtained eternal redemption for us; so 
that his sacrifice never needs to be made again. 

Now, if the blood of bulls and of goats in the days 
of old, when sprinkled on those who were unclean, 
made them outwardly holy and pure, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, cleanse 
your inward mind to serve the living Ged? (See the 
original passage in Hebrews 9: 6-14.) 

We are told this in many places in the New Testa- 
ment. “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.— Christ died for us . .. being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. — In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace.— Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God. — Whom God has set forth to be a propi- 
tiation through faith in: his blood; ... : that he might 
be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus.” When we read of “propitiation”’ we should 
remember that the same word is used for the mercy- 
seat in the Tabernacle, where the blood was sprinkled 
to obtain mercy from God. 

If now we ask about those who have reached 
Heaven: What do they praise God for, and what is 
their song to Christ? we find a very plain answer -in 
the beok of “Revelation. They give praise “unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and his Father” (Rev. 1:5, 6). Again, they fall 
down before the Lamb, having every one of them 
harps; and they sing, saying: “Thou wast:slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast 
made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth” (Rev. 5:9, 10). 

Then all the angels th-t are round about the throne, 
raise their voices in praise. There are myriads of 
myriads, and thousands of thousands; and they say 
with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive . . . honour, and glory, and blessing.” 
Bu: the angels cannot join-in the song of the redeemed; 
for they have not fallen into sin, and they do not 
know what it is to be redeemed by the precious blood 
of Christ. 

When these praises are offered to the Lamb that 
was slain,- nothing that exists can keep silence. For 
every created thing (the literal meaning. of the Greek, 
pan ktisma) in Heaven, on earth, and in the sea, is 
heard to say: “Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever” (Rev. 5:13). 

When the whole universe thus joins in praise to 
the Lamb that was slain, where will those stand who 
know nothing of the cleansing through the blood? 


It is not thy tears of repentance nor prayers, 
But the Blood that atones for the soul; 
On Him then who shed it, thou mayest at once 
Thy weight of iniquities roll. 
MontTrREAL, CAn. 


Big Sunday Schools in Korea 


CyYE of the remarkable books reviewed this year 
by Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes (February 7 
issue) is entitled “The Korean Church and the Nevius 
Methods,” by Charles Allen Clark, Ph.D., D.D. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $2.50). It tells 
of the great success of the Korea Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., and gives the 
secret of the blessing that has characterized that work. 
Later in the year the Editor received the following 
interesting letter from Dr. Clark in Pyengyang, telling 
of the wonderful Sunday-school and Bible class work 
carried on by the mission. 

“You know Dr. Holdcroft here well. I am one 
of his closest associates, and last. year while he was 
on furlough I carried all of his work with the title 
of Acting General Secretary. In our seminary where 
I teach, I have all of the Christian Religious Edutca- 
tion courses. We have seven students in the under- 
graduate department, and then we have each year for 
a month and a‘ half (with three years to graduation) 
a special school for Sunday-school specialists, where 


courses ins methods, and the like, besides their Bible 
work. We have graduated fourteen men from that 
course, and it is from them that we get our teachers 
for the many Sunday-school institutes held all over 
Korea each year. This year we shall graduate about 
ten more of these men. We accept very few except 
seminary graduates, so they all have the ‘content’ of 
Scripture to go with the ‘methods.’ 

“I wish that you could have been with me yester- 
day when I escorted a group of. friends around to 
show them the Sunday-schools of this city... . In 
the West Gate Church, I found a school of 2,270; in 


the Central Church, 1,713; in Yunhwadong, 886: in ° 


Sinamni, 800; and we found 630 at Susungni, 550 at 
Kyungchangni, 550 at Sunkyori, and 900 each at the 
Fourth and Santeungchai Churches. The total attend- 
ance of the thirteen churches that day was over 11,000, 


in the three years we give them fifteen twenty hour 
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Lesson for November 15 


in a town of only 100,000, and this does not count the 
Methodist Episcopal churches, which probably had 
3,000 more. We visited the West Gate Church three 
times, and caught the children at 9.30 A. M., 886 
of them; the women at eleven, over 700 of them; and 
then the men, 550 strong, upstairs, and over 100 young 
men in the basement. How many pastors in Amer- 
ica have 650 grown.men and 700 women in their 
Sunday-schools? And it is all because we ourselves 
believe that the Bible is a “thus saith the Lord,” and 
the Lord has caused our people to believe it, too. 
When folks believe that, going to Sunday-school is. 
no hardship. 

“Last year, here in town, we had a Bible class 
for women with an attendance of 1,300, the largest 
in cur history, The same class meets this year Fri- 
days, and we are expecting many more than last year. 
These women come as far as one hundred miles. The 
average walk is from ten to twenty miles, with loads of 
food on their heads and often with babies tied on their 
backs, all at their own expense, to study the Bible all 
day long for ten days. It is a sight worth going 
many hundred iniles to see, but they take it as a mat- 
ter of course. 

“In at least four of our stations this year we have 
had the largest Bible institute attendance in our his- 
tory. These institutes last six weeks. Every one pays 
his own expenses. Most of the students this year 
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were young men. That makes the future of the work 
right. 

“The last two months have been our usual revival 
months. We have had revivals in practically all of 
the 414 churches of this province. You see we are so 
unsophisticated as actually to believe in revivals, be- 
cause we have seen multitudes of men saved in them 
and saved for keeps. We know ail about the bugaboo 
of ‘mob psychology,’ scare-heads, but we are prag- 
matists — not the sort that you have at home, but the 
sort that believe that since revivals ‘work’ and multi- 
tudes of folks are saved, it must be because the Lord 
has set his stamp on the method. At a pastors’ meet- 
ing in the city here the other day, every pastor testified 
to largely increased congregations since the January 
revivals. 

“You have read the book, so I will not bother you 
with more. I just wanted you to know that what was 
true before 1927 is true now, only more so! 

“Every teacher and student in every institution of 
our group is a Christian, and every doctor and nurse 
in the hospital. The Bible is taught in every school 
in every grade. Our work is built upon it. Forty 
years ago there wasn’t a Christian within one hun- 
dred miles of this town. Today, I suppose, there are 
at least 1,500 churches in that same area, with 100,- 
000 believers. ‘It works,’ this honoring of the Bible 
and teaching it in season and out of season.” 








Son at College 








Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 
9. Something to Look Forward To 











Skylight Farm. 
Dear Boy o’ MINE: 

As I look back to graduation time last spring, I’m 
impelled to make this letter my valedictory to my 
college boy. 

Do you realize that you are now a man with a 
past? Not just a hazy conglomeration of childhood 
recollections, but a distinct epoch, colorful, eventful, 
characterized by ups and downs that seem peculiarly 
typical of life itself; ambitions, disappointments, heart- 
aches, triumphs, all contributing, I trust and believe, 
consciously or unconsciously, to a gradual ascent, a 
long, hard climb, that has brought you at last out 
upon a table-land where the view is far broader and 
more far-reaching than would have been possible to 
you except for this peculiar life-chapter that has now 
closed. That rich and varied circle of new friends 
reaching from Spokane to Boston, from Canada to 
the Gulf, has been an education in itself and will con- 
tinue to enrich your life to its very close. 

I really know so little, in spite of years of observa- 
tion, of the inner workings of the heart of man that 
I can’t be sure your emogional experience upon bid- 
ding good-by to school days will tally in the least 
detail with mine. I used to say with considerable 
sincerity that I wished I could devise some plan 
whereby I could make my living by just going to 
school and so make a life job of it. Of course, could 
I have had my wish, I should soon have been a lonely 
misfit such as tradition makes of the Wandering Jew. 
Commencement with its partings was always a sad 
time to me, but the loneliest, most homesick experience 
I have ever known was when in the fall after my 
graduation I unpacked my belongings under the roof 
of Western Pennsylvania Classical and Scientific In- 
stitute and realized that from being a carefree coed 
I had suddenly been transformed into that despised 
and overburdened creature of an artificial civilization, 
the preceptress of a girls’ dormitory. I had a sinking 
feeling that so far as any real enjoyment was con- 
cerned my future lay all behind me; grim duty 
stretched ahead as flat and desolate as the plains of 
Dakota to a tourist on a windy day in August. 

Don’t ever, even in your dullest moments, having, 
as I have intimated, acquired a past, permit yourself 
to feel that all the best fun lies back there folded 
into your. memory book. That dreadful sagging of 
my spirits really passed surprisingly soon; though it 
is characteristic that my pleasurable recollections of 
the old Institute hover not so much around the fact 
that I soon developed that sleuth-like gift so essential 
to a preceptress whereby I could casually, though 
purely by instinct, summon by name one girl to come 
out from under her neighbor’s bed during study hours 
and another to step out of the clothes press. My most 
pleasing memories are concerned rather with watch- 
ing from my bedroom window the changing colors on 
Chestnut Ridge or gathering mountain daisies and 
azalea and arbutus on the way to the little inland town 
of Donegal. 

I have been young and now I am old, and the older 
I grow the more firmly I’m convinced that it is not 
only children who need the stimulus of having some- 
thing pleasant to look forward to. I think that is why 
so many people who are not spiritually anchored sour 
upon existence and turn to acts of desperation: they 
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have lost the gleam. To my childish fancy the utmost 
of human anticipation lay in planning for a picnic. 
My mother used to tell me that I was always from 
the time I*could talk pointing out a “nice place for 
a pitnit.” I can remember looking for them from 
the windows of a train, thrilling at sight of a patch 
of bluegrass dotted with shade trees and watered by 
a creek. I am frank to admit that I haven’t wholly 
lost the impulse, that I feel only pity for those unfor- 
tunates who can see no bliss in spreading a lunch 
under a tree and defying the ants and caterpillars to 
do their worst, poor impoverished victims of an effete 
civilization to whom the thought of camping in the 
open is inevitably associated with snakes and wood- 
ticks. I am so glad that the authentic descriptions 
of Heaven contain so many suggestions of beauty, 
sketches to set the heart of the true nature lover 
dreaming of far stretches of loveliness, broad rivers 
and streams, stones richer in hue than the Grand Can- 
yon of the Colorado. Perhaps my childish yearning 
after a lovely picnic site was only an instinctive, home- 
sick longing after a glorious reality that awaits me in 
the Homeland. 

I would urge you, then, to cherish all your life that 
youthful instinct to reach forward to something beau- 
tiful and diverting. True the world today seems to 
have gone pleasure-mad; but it is not of the feverish, 
intoxicating pleasures of the world I speak. In the 
beginning the desire for pleasure was God-given. It 
hovered in the atmosphere of Eden. The Psalms are 
full of it. Even while the multitudes thronged him 
with needy importunates our Lord said to his disciples, 
“Come ye yourselves apart ... and rest.” You will 
not always find it easy to pause and relax tired ‘muscles 
and inhale the flower scents. I remember a certain 
period in my early married life when I thought tragic- 
ally that I had lost that faculty. I recall asking my 
mother once if middle-aged people any longer cared 
for moonlight and she answered with a very under- 
standing smile that she still loved a moonlight night 
quite as much as when she was a_ sweetheart. 
Before I came to the farm to live I used to think 
that there was no lovelier sight in the world than a 
farmyard at early twilight. I could sense in the set- 
ting all the sweet peacefulness of the opening lines 
of Gray’s Elegy. But my first years on the farm were 
hard and disillusioning. Seventeen years spent in 
going to school and two in teaching had not been the 
most practical preparation for a round of washing 
and churning, of raising chickens and feeding harvest 
hands. I remember distinctly:driving home at the 
end of the day and realizing with a sort of leaden 
dismay as I came in sight of home that the prospect 
suggested only chores and weariness instead of peace. 
How long that dreary period lasted, or what finally 
brought me out of it, I do not now remember, I only 
know, thank God, that it has been gone for many years. 
There was a little while after Big Sister left us when 
the very loveliness of physical nature brought only a 
stab of pain because it was so out of tune with my 
lonely longing; but I know now that it was acting as 
a balm even while it seemed to hurt. You know 
what an exquisite view we have of the sunset here. 
I think my first resurgence of enjoyment came from 
looking at the clouds all alight with the sunset glow 
and remembering that in the clouds He shall some 
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day come, bringing with Him “them also which sleep 
in Jesus.” 

Just what harsh reality will tend to make your boy- 
ish enthusiasm for the future “fade into the light of 
common day” I cannot foretell, The economic dif- 
ficulties that confront the farmer today are enough to 
make one’s sensibilities callous. But I trust that you 
have in you enough of your Dad to be able to do 
each day the best you can and lie down at night to 
an untroubled sleep. The dismal forecasts of a war 
more terrible than the one you remember are fre- 
quent and insistent enough to forbid one’s settling 
down to the hope of working out a cons'ruc ive life 
program. But I am inclined to feel that the factor 
that will prove most disturbing to the poise of your 
generation is the moral and spiritual chaos in the 
world today. It is unlike anything I encountered in 
my youth, You yourself have met so much of it 
within the past year at college that your estimate of 
the moral condition of the average college student has 
seemed to me at times shockingly pessimistic, a fact 
which seems proof positive to me that the alarm one 
hears sounded on every hand does not arise merely 
from the morbid apprehensions of a few gloomy old 
fogies. Youth itself, in spite of its na‘ural hopeful- 
ness, cannot fail to discern the danger signs. We are 
told repeatedly that there must come in the near future 
either a great spiritual revival or a revolution. 

But I can point you to one fair prospect to which 
you can look forward when every other fails, one that 
is absolutely sure not to prove a mirage, a lovely 
vista to which the true perspective is provided by God’s 
unfailing Word. Rain so often spoiled my picnics. 
Many of the treasures I thought to find satisfying soon 
tarnished in my hands. But here is a glorious hope 
that earth’s worst tragedy can never dim, a coming 
event that nothing can delay when the time is ripe, 
a promise of fullness of joy and pleasures for. ever- 
more, not the carnal pleasures of a sensual paradise, 
or the drugged oblivion of Nirvana, but that utter- 
most perception of all good that will come when the 
trumpet shall sound and we shall all be changed, never 
again to see through a glass darkly. The signs of 
its coming multiply, the thickening shadows are them- 
selves harbingers of the dawn.- Therefore though it 
tarry, wait for it, and whether your life brings dull, 
weary days of grinding toil and heartbreaking disaster, 
or the more crucial test of dizzying accomplishment, 
never permit yourself to lose sight of the joy that 
cometh, cometh surely with the breaking of the day. 


Your MoruHer. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Iwas brought up in a Christian 
home and have always been taught that the word Chris- 
tian meant “a follower of Christ,” that it was the duty 
of all those bearing the Name, to try to live like Christ, 
and that his major teaching was love for God and for our 
fellow men. 

I have recently been much hurt by the actions of one of 
my associates at my place of business who claims to be a 
Christian of the highest type. She denounces everything 
that seems to be the least bit worldly, and considers any- 
one who visits movies (even though it be an educational 


picture) to be absolutely non-Christian. On the other hand,» 


all the real points of Christianity she forgets. Brotherly 
love, humility, and all the noble characteristics which 
should be seen in a Christian are lacking in her. She 
quarrels with her fellow workers, steals time from the firm, 
and never goes out, of her way the least bit to help anyone 
to co-operate with fhese others. She is just as selfish as 
anyone could be. Iu spite of all this she tries to act as if 
she were superior to the rest of the force. ; 

Why should such a hypocrite be allowed inside the 
church, only to confuse those around her and to degrade 
the name “Christianity” ?—PERPLEXED. 

Y DEAR GIRL: I appreciate your hurt feel-- 

ings because some one has failed to measure 
up to your conception of the life of a Christian. 
You remember the Lord faced this condition when he 
said: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 7:21). Now comes the opportunity for you 
to be just the kind of Christian you feel she should 
be. The fruit of the Spirit can be easily discerned; 
we know when the branch is attached to the Vine, 
and we know when the result shows “much fruit.” 
In that business office you may not do much’ perhaps 
by talking, but, oh, how you can show forth the real 
Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord by your attitude 
toward your associate. She may not have had the 


‘training in the Christian life you have had, and it 


may. be that the “holier than thou” attitude has been 
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her picture of the Christian, so now you have the 
chance to show forth the true spirit of the “meek and 
lowly Jesus” by the treatment you accord her. 

Now you must pray earnestly for this comrade, that 
the Holy Spirit may show her the defects of her walk 
and conversation. You may not like her way of living, 
her preaching, her efforts at showing the separated 
life, and all the failures she is evidently having in 
her life before you and the others; but keep praying 
earnestly for her, and get some of your friends on the 
outside, confidentially, to bear her up in steady, per- 
sistent prayer, and see if you do not note a change. 
You must help this friend and show forth the Spirit 
in such a degree that the whole atmosphere around 
you may glow with divine light. Your part in that 
office is to give an example of a true and consistent 
child of God. Naturally this girl may have much 
more to Overcome than you jhave, and therefore needs 
sympathy and love. Be sure, my dear, that you meas- 
ure up, and show her just what God will do for you 
in the daily routine of work. 

Put her out of the church? I fear you have for- 
gotten the thirteenth chapter of Matthew. Open your 
Bible and read it, and notice especially verses 24-30, 
and see what is done with the tares. Do you notice 
the words “let both grow together until the harvest”? 
Then turn to verse 36 and the following verses, and 
see how the-Lord Jesus answers these disciples on 
this parable. You will plainly see we are not the 
ones to do the sepdrating, but that is the work of God. 
But we may win these souls to Christ, and in this 
way we shall be doing the work of the Master; he 
came “not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance” (Luke 5:32). No matter what they may be 
called by themselves or others, God knows just how 
to deal with each one. The love to which you referred, 
you know, “never faileth, and endureth all things.” 
Read 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8, and I believe with your 
prayers, you can accomplish great things for the Mas- 
ter. } 

we 


The Man Pit 


By Arthur J. Bowen 
Secretary, South Africa General Mission 


cr day while traveling through an African forest 
in company with my native helper, Waka, a lad 
of about eighteen years: of age, I was suddenly 
awakened from a reverie by a shout from my boy 
in the rear, “Bondele, ambya lifuku,’ which meant, 
“Look out for the hole, white man.” I glanced at 
the footpath upon which we were walking, but could 
see no danger whatever, and thinking that it was 
merely a native superstition on the part of the boy, 
I took no notice of the remark but walked on. Again 
Waka called out to me to beware of the pit, but still 
thinking that it was a mere superstition on his part, 
as the natives are full of fears, I walked slowly for- 
ward. The third time, instead of calling me he 
rushed forward, and. throwing his arms around me 
drew me away from the path. I still thought that 
all this was the result of a native superstition, and 
told Waka to take me back to the path and show me 
the danger which had terrified him. This time the 
smile was on Waka’s face, as he took me back to the 
path, and after sweeping away a number of twigs and 
dry leaves, he showed me a yawning pit in the center 
of the path in which probably there were spears point 
upward, ready to receive their victims. It is a cus- 
tom in some parts of Central Africa for the native 
villagers to dig these man-pits to receive their enemies 
who come ,upon them unawares. 

I thought that in this instance I saw an illustration 
of the Gospel preacher warning people to flee from the 
wrath to come. Yet so many will not leave their 
dangerous paths, thinking that the Gospel message 
is mere superstition. Like Waka, we should do our 
very utmost to compel people to turn aside from the 
paths of sin and find salvation through the merits of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who himself is 
the way, the truth, and the life. 

Brookiyn, N. Y. 


Holding On to the “‘ Hopeless” Fellow’ 
By Jennie E. Stewart 
[P)enatp had been drifting away from the Sun- 


day-school for some time. He was in question- 
able company and had been involved in several minor 
affairs which were steadily gaining him an unsavory 
reputation. Then one night, a member of a hilarious 
party, he had got into something much more serious 
than anything that had gone before. 
_ John Strange, his Sunday-school teacher, had. seen 
little of him because his drifting began before Mr. 
Strange took the class, but he had steadily tried his 
best to win back this boy. 

“It’s no use, Mr. Strange, I am no. good. You are 
wasting time bothering with me. If I did go back 
the boys would not want to have me with them. If 
some of them did not care, their families would object. 
You would do better to put in your time on your 
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good little sheep and let this black sheep go to the 
dogs.” He spoke so bitterly that John Strange felt 
sure he did not exactly mean all he said. 

“Donald, what did the Master say about his one wan- 


dering sheep? I shall never give you up, while I can find ° 


you, be sure of that. 

“Suppose you don’t try to go back into this class 
for a time. We have a fine class for young business 
men_in our Sunday-school. They are mostly older 
than you, but you are well grown and have a splen- 
did mind. You would enjoy their talks about the prac- 
tical issues of life. You will get a great deal of help 
from them, and they will give you plenty to do, and 
no questions asked. Suppose you try to fit in there 
for a timé till you have won back some of the con- 
fidence you seem to have lost.” 

John Strange spoke to some of the leaders in this 
class, made sure the boy would be treated fairly and 
frankly, without any patronizing from his sponsors. 

“Treat him just as you would any stranger who 
comes into the class about whom you know nothing,” 
John Strange advised them. “Give him plenty to do 
that will make the best use of his talents without 
bringing him prominently before the public notice, in 
the class or in the Sunday-school, until he has estab- 
lished himself in the confidence of those about him.” 

And so Donald was set to work on committees 
where he could do the things he was most interested 
in. When he did something especially well he got 
the recognition that was fairly coming to him; other- 
wise he was neither coddled nor ignored. 


-and gave his 
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John Strange kept an eye on his work and gave him 
sympathetic encouragement whenever he could honestly 
do so. The pastor was interested in the experiment 

help quietly. 

The time came of course when John’s class began 
to inquire. about Donald. What were they to do 
about him? 

“Just treat him in a friendly way, as you would 
any other young man in the Sunday-school not a 
member of your own class. When occasions occur for 
you to speak to him, act exactly as though nothing 
unusual had happened. If you know of fine things 
he has done, speak your appreciation naturally and 
honestly. There is no reason at all why you should 
not do all this sincerely. Donald isn’t going to at- 
tempt being intimate with any of you boys until he 
is sure he is perfectly welcome to do so. He is happy 
where he is,” John Strange told them. 

Donald fitted so well into the class of older men 
and became so valuable a member there that there 
never was any question of his going back into his 
former class; but had he wished to do so at any time 
after that first year he would undoubtedly have been 
received with a hearty welcome. 

Since that time I have seen the experiment tried a 
number of times, under similar circumstances with 
good results. A younger boy seldom has any disas- 
trous influence on older young men, while the greater 
stimulus of older minds almost always has a steadying 
influence on the unstable character of the youth. 

Bou.per, CoLo. 7 








Additional helpers that increase efficiency 











Unusual Officers in Active Sunday Schools 








By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 








NE Texas school has an official hostess whose 
business it is to greet strangers and escort visi- 
tors through the building. She has several aides upon 
whom she can call for assistance when necessary, but 
usually the two or three visitors who may be in at- 
tendance can be taken in one party to see the various 
departments. The official hostess is well posted on 
the Sunday-school organization, and because this is 
her only duty in the school she can give undivided 
attention to visitors. Anyone who has ever visited 
a school and had: to stand around and wait for a 
busy superintendent or some other officer to leave his 
regular duties and act as guide for the visitor will 
appreciate what this service means. 
A school in Florida has a Birthday Secretary, — 
a woman who cannot attend the regular sessions of 
the school but who is able to keep the birthday records 
and send out a card of greeting to every member on 
the proper date. The necessary information is fur- 
nished her by the school secretary and she attends to 
the rest. Many other schools have a Birthday Secre- 
tary whose duties are similar to those referred. to 
above, and in every instance their value to the mem- 
oe is well worth all the effort expended in this 
work. 

A Special Day Superintendent is a comparatively 
new office, but one which carries considerable respon- 
sibility. The superintendent is responsible for all 
special days as they occur, and supervises the program. 
This is his job. Consequently he is always on the 
lookout for suitable material to be used at some time 
during the year. He designates which classes or de- 
partments shall be responsible for certain programs, 
and have general oversight of them all. Until such 
an office has been created in a school, and filled by 
a 8 superintendent, its value cannot be appre- 
ciated. 

A number of schools have “Glad Hand” superin- 
tendents or committees. The duty of this officer is 
unlike that of an official hostess in that the “Glad 
Hand” official is at hand to greet all school members 
as they arrive. In one school a man stands at the 
Sunday-school door and no one can pass him with- 
out a handshaké,—even the tiniest tots from the 


* nursery class are greeted. In winter or stormy weather 


he carries a whisk’ broom and brushes off snow, closes 
umbrellas, and helps every one. Surely the “Glad 
Hand” officers may ‘make themselves invaluable to a 
school. 4 

An Absentee Secretary is an important officer in 
many @ school. This secretary is given a list of all 
absentees each week, and it is his business to get in 
toueh with everyyone during the coming week and 
ascértain the cause of absence. Sometimes a card or 
letter is mailed out; a phone call may be the method 
used, or a personal call. Each school has its own 
plan of keeping in touch with the absentees, and the 
Absentee Secretary or Stiperintendent has one of the 
most vitally important offices in the organization. 

One schoo] in Kentucky has a Visiting Committee. 
A day each month is set aside as visiting day. The 
visitors meet at the church for instruction, and then, 


two by two, go out and visit in the homes. All new 
scholars are called upon, all absentees, those who are 
sick or in trouble, or others whom a call will benefit. 
This is a splendid plan. Other schools have Visiting 
Committees doing practically the same work but in dif- 
ferent ways. The Visiting Committee or Superin- 
tendent can be one of the strong arms of the school. 

Usually we associate the work of a Pastor’s Aid 
with the women of the church. In at least one school 
the Pastor’s Aid is a group of young boys who stand 
ready at all times to assist the pastor. Is it a pile 
of circular letters that ‘have to be mailed out? The 
Pastor’s Aid is ready to fold, seal, and stamp them. 
Is. it a-special noticé that has to be distributed? No 
need to call for volunteers; the Pastor’s Aid is at 
hand and ready to work. Whatever the work to be 
done, if it is within their power, the Pastor’s Aid is 
ready to act. Many a pastor or superintendent would 
welcome the help of such a group. 

A southern Bible school has a Music Department 
that has solved many troublesome problems. The 
superintendent of this department, a talented musician, 
sees to it that all departments in the school are sup- 
plied with pianists and song leaders. Should one be 
absent at any time, she has a list of trained musicians 
upon whom she can call for aid. This particular 
woman has taken considerable pains personally to 
train some of the younger musicians of the school so 
as to have them prepared to play the simple music 
for any department. There is never any trouble here 
because the regular pianist is absent. In a smaller 
school the same principle might be carried out by hav- 
ing substitute pianists in readiness at all times to 
play for any service. 

A Transportation Department. is a helpful adjunct 
to any school. In one school the superintendent of 
this department is ready at all times to supply trans- 
portation to any scholar who has no way of getting 
to church. This is a simple matter; she gets in touch 
with some one who comes each week with a car only 
part full and asks the driver to pick up the waiting 
scholars. The plan works well. It has a double 
result. The owner of the car makes. an effort to be 
at school every Sunday and on time, rather than dis- 
appoint the one he is to bring, and the other person 
will go a long way rather than disappoint the one 
who is to call for him. 

‘Does a Dorcas Box Superintendent sound interest- 
ing? It is. A big box is placed in a convenient place 
in the vestibule and scholars are asked to drop into 
it any bundles of outgrown clothing which they may 
be able to bring. The Dorcas Box Superintendent 
sorts the clothing and is ready at all times to dis- 
tribute it to needy children. The ‘teachers give her 
necessary information as to needy cases in the school 
or community, and she personally investigates and 
places the clothing. 

It is not the size of the school that determines 
whether or not a school may have such officers as 
these.. Almost any school, large or small, might have 
them all and receive much benefit from their offices. 

Corat GaBLes, Fua. 
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LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 15. PAUL IN JERUSALEM 


International Uniform Lesson.—<Acts 21:17 to 23: 30 


~ 


Golden Text.—Thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.—Acts 22: 15 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is 21 : 27-39 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


21:27 And when the seven days were 
almost ended, the Jews which were of 
Asia, when they saw him in the temple, 
stirred up all the people, and laid hands 
on him, : 

28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: 
This is the man, that teacheth all men 
every where against the people, and the 
law, and.this place: and further brought 
Greeks also into the temple, and hath 
polluted this holy place. ! ; 

29 (For they had seen before with him 
in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom 
they supposed that Paul had brought into 
the temple.) 

30 And all the city was moved, and the 
people ran together: and they took Paul, 
and drew him out of the temple: and forth- 
with the doors were shut. : E 

31 And as they went about to kill him, 
tidings came unto the chief captain of the 
band, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 

32 Who immediately took soldiers and 
centurions, and ran down unto them: 
and when they saw the chief captain and 
the soldiers, they left beating of Paul. 

33 Then the chief captain came near, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

21:27 And when the seven days were 
almost completed, the Jews from Asia, 
when they saw him in the temple, stirred 
up all the multitude and laid hands on 
him, 28 crying out, Men of Israel, help: 
This is the man that teacheth all men 
everywhere against the people, and the 
law, and this place; and moreover he 
brought Greeks also into the temple, and 
hath defiled this holy place. 29 For they 
had before seen with him in the city 
Trophimus the Ephesian, whom they sup- 
posed that Paul had brought into the tem- 
ple. 30 And all the city was moved, and 
the people ran together; and they laid 
hold on Paul, and dragged him out of 
the temple: and straightway the doors 
were shut. 31 And as they were seeking 
to kill him, tidings came up to the * chief 
captain of the *band, that all Jerusalem 
was in confusion. 32 And forthwith he 
took soldiers and centurions, and ran down 
upon them: and they, when they saw the 
1chief captain and the soldiers, left. off 
beating Paul. 33 Then the * chief captain 
came near, and laid hold on him, and 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
and took him, and commanded him to be 
bound with two chains ; and demanded who 
he was, and what he had done. 

34 And some cried one thing, some an- 
other, among the multitude: and when he 
could not know the certainty for the tumult, 
he commanded him to be carried into the 
castle. 


35 And when he came upon the stairs, 
so it was, that he was borne of the sol- 
diers for the violence of the people. 

36 For the multitude of the people fol- 
lowed after, crying, Away with him. 

37 And as Paul was to be led into the 
castle, he said unto the chief captain, May 
I speak unto thee? Who said, Canst thou 
speak Greek? 

38 Art not thou that Egyptian, which 
before these days madest an uproar, and 
leddest out into the wilderness four thou- 
sand men that were murderers ? 

39 But Paul said, I am a man which am 
a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citi- 
zen of no mean city: and, I beseech thee, 
suffer me to speak unto the people. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
commanded him to be bound with two 
chains; and inqttired who he was, and 
what he had done. 34 And some shouted 
one thing, some another, among the crowd: 
and when he could not know the cer- 
tainty for the uproar, he commanded him 
to be brought into the castle. 35 And 
when he came upon the stairs, so it was 
that he was borne of the soldiers for the 
violence of the crowd; 36 for the ‘multi- 
tude of the people followed after, crying 
out, Away with him. 

37 And as Paul was about to be brought 
into the castle, he saith unto the * chief 
captain, May I say something unto thee? 
And he said, Dost thou know Greek? 
38 Art thou not then the Egyptian, who 
before these days stirred’ up the sedition 
and led out into the wilderness the four 
thousand men of the Assassins? 39 But 
Paul said, I am a Jew, of Tarsus.in Cilicia, 
a citizen of no mean city: and I beseech 
thee, give me leave to speak unto the 
people. 

1 Or, military tribune. Gr., chiliarch. 

2Or, cohort. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim : 


O LEAD the pupils to such a living trust in 
I Christ as shall express itself in quiet courtesy 
under all circumstances. 

The Historical Setting 

It is impossible to define precisely the year during 
which the transactions of our present lesson took place. 
Dean Alford places Paul’s arrival and arrest at Jeru- 
salem in the year 58, while Ramsay places it a year 
earlier. In either case it is clear that the events re- 
ferred to took place shortly before Pentecost (cf. 20: 
16). Paul left Philippi immediately after Easter (20: 
6), so the journey had thus occupied about six weeks. 
About two.years earlier the rising took place led by 
the unnamed Egyptian for whom the chief captain 
mistook Paul (21:38). The Emperor Nero was on 
the throne. The high priesthood at Jerusalem appears 
to have been vacant. The Roman campaign for the 
conquest of Armenia was still proceeding and the 
Roman troops were undergoing great hardships. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 21:27—When the seven days were almost 
ended. The seven days can only naturally refer to 
the seven days for which Paul had taken the vow. 
We must assume that when he joined the other four 
men seven days of their vow were yet unfulfilled. 
The vow seems clearly to have been the Nazarite 
vow (see Num. 6: 1-21). It was a vow of separation 
unto the Lord. It was marked by abstinence from 
wine, and by not allowing the hair to be cut. Its 
completion was marked by several costly sacrifices and 
by the shaving of the head and the burning of the 


hair upon the altar (Num. 6: 13-18). It was con- — 


sidered a mark of piety for wealthy Jews to relieve 
needy ones from the expenses connected with this 
vow. Josephus mentions that Herod Agrippa so paid 
the expenses of very many Nazarites. The Jewish 
treatise called the Mishna names thirty days as the 
least period for which such a vow could be taken. 
This seems inconsistent with Paul’s vow for seven 
days, but our knowledge on this point is very uncer- 
tain, nor can we determine whether this vow had 
any connection with the one referred to in 18: 18. 
Luke does not emphasize any connection between the 
two except the dubious reference in 24: 18. 

Jews which were of Asia, that is, of the Roman 
province of Asia. This included the countries of 
Mysia, Lydia, Caria, and a great part of Phrygia, 
with the islands off the coast. ¢ 

Verse 28.—Against the people, and the law, and this 
place. Note the three charges. He was charged with 
teaching against the people. That is, he was seeking 
to do away with their special privileges. These charges 
were plainly all carefully chosen misrepresentations 
of Paul’s actual teaching. Those who thus misunder- 
stood were doubtless many of them quite sincere in 
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their wrong judgment. It is easy for us to see how 
such misunderstandings could arise. 

And: further brought Greeks. It -was. a malevelent 
OE Rae He was supposed to have brought one 

v. 29). 

Into the temple, that is, beyond the court of the 
Gentiles into the court of the Israelites. On the wall 
that divided these two courts were inscriptions in 
Greek and Latin which warned all Gentiles that the 
penalty of entering was death. For Paul’s subsequent 
reference to this dividing wall see Ephesians 2: 14. 

Verse 29.—Trophimus. He was one of Paul’s com- 
panions (20: 4)., To him and to’Tychicus was applied 
the term “Asian.” Trophimus was an Ephesian. The 
only other passage in the New Testament where his 
name occurs is 2 Timothy 4:20. . Tradition asserts 
that Trophimus suffered martyrdom under Nero. 

Verse 30.—The doors were shut, that is, by the 
Levites on duty, to avoid the pollution of the Temple 
by or murder which it seemed was about to be com- 
mitted. 


Verse 31.—Tidings came, literally, “went up”; or, 
“were carried up.” The Roman guard was stationed, 
and on festivals kept under arms, in the tower of 
Antonia. This was a fort built by Herod the Great 


on a rock at the northwest corner of the Temple. It ° 


commanded the Temple area and was connected with 
it by stairs (v. 35). 

Verse 33.—The chief captain. This was the tribune 
of the cohort stationed there. We learn from 23: 26 
that his name was Claudius Lysias. Each legion at 
its full strength consisted of 6,000 men. ‘These were 
divided into six cohorts of 1,000 each. Each cohort 





On the Castle Stairs 
By Amos R. Wells 


N JERUSALEM streets there was madness of 
rage, a wrath that only blood could assuage, a 
frenzy of bigotry hot and fierce, ready to buffet and 
tear and pierce. In the streets of the city a terrible 
crowd screamed with anger and cufsed aloud, cried 
** Blasphemer!”? and spent. their breath demanding 
Paul’s immediate death... On the castle stairs was 
a hero bold, eager to.do what the Spirit told, eager 
only to do and say the will of Jesus in Jesus’ way. 
One request he urgently made, not the petition of 
one afraid, begging not to be led within the safe 
stone walls from the murderous din; but this his 
petition that dangerous day, ‘* Let me speak to the 
crowd, I pray. Let me face their murderous strife. 
Let me bring them the words of life.*” So he 
spoke, this masterful Paul. So, one hero, he faced 
them all. So, in fanatic rage despite, he sought to 
lead them to Christ and right. How we need his 
bravery strong to lift the right and condemn the 
wrong! How today the sad world needs heroic 
faith and heroic deeds! 
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was commanded by a tribune. Hence the Greek title 
used here by Luke which. means commander of a 
thousand. . 

Verse 37.—Canst thou speak Greek? The officer 
seems to have been surprised on hearing such a calm 
and courteous..request from this little, insignificant, 
battered, and blood-stained object of: the mob’s fury. 

Verse 38.—Art not thou that Egyptian ... ? More 
literally, “Thou art not then, as I supposed, the Egyp- 
tian? The man referred to was one of the many im- 
postors who, like Theudas (5:36), arose during this 
unsettled period. Josephus tells us that this man 
gathered together 30,000 people on the Mount of 
Olives to see the walls of Jerusalem fall down be- 
fore him. He was, however, attacked by Felix and 
the gathering was dispersed with great slaughter, but 
the Egyptian himself escaped. The discrepancy be- 
tween the 30,000 of Josephus and the 4,000 mentioned 
here need not trouble us, for Josephus is inexact in 
his use of numbers and in this very connection con- 
tradicts himself. 

Four thousand. This should have the definite article 
before it. It was the well-known four thousand to 
which reference was made. . 

Murderers. Assassins. This is like the bands of 
assassins under the leadership of the old man of the 
mountain who troubled Syria twelve centuries later. 


Verse 39.—Tarsus. This was the chief city of Cilicia 
in ancient times. It was situated about ten miles 
from the sea. The river Cydnus flowed through the 
city and entered the Rhegma, a sort of lake, some 
distance below the city and close to the sea. This 
lake has now become a marsh. The river is now 
only navigable for small rowboats. In Paul’s day 
seagoing ships could tie up by the city walls.“ The 
origin of Tarsus is lost in antiquity. It may have 
been founded by Sennacherib. It became a Greek 
self-governing city about 170 B. C. Antiochus Epi- 
phanes greatly enriched it. In Paul’s time it was an 
important cénter of Greek learning and commerce. 
To be a citizen of Tarsus was a privilege which 
according to the constitution of the city belonged only 
to a few, and therefore for Paul to be able to claim 
it was a peculiar certificate of respectability. Tarsian 
citizenship was not the same as Roman. Paul had 
both, and both were highly prized privileges, 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The risk. 
2. The riot. 
3. The reply. 
Golden Topics 


1. Paul’s reasonableness. Paul had already been 
earnestly spending time and strength in contending 
for the independence of Christians of all subjection to 
the law given by Moses. Yet here in Jerusalem in 
order to avoid any division among the brethren he 
undertook to share in a Jewish observance. The prin- 
ciple for which he contended had already won accept- 
ance from the leaders of the church in Jerusalem, and 
Paul was.a big enough man to seek to meet ‘prejudices 
by conciliation as far as was possible. He placed 
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hirnself in the hands of James and the elders, and 
although he was the founder and leader of churches 
in many lands yet he was willing to take up a sub- 
ordinate position. In all this he is a beautiful example 
for Christian workers everywhere. 


2. Paul’s rest in the Lord. Not less remarkable 
than Paul’s gentleness is Paul’s strength. He must 
have been faint and sore from the rough handling to 
which he had been subjected. He was bruised and 
battered and bleeding. The-soldiers had laid hands 
on him as a malefactor and therefore we may be 
sure in no gentle manner, yet in the midst of it all 
Paul kept calm and quiet. His judgment was unim- 
paired. His address to the commandant was courteous 
and easy. The secret of Paul’s quietness was his 
living trust in the living Lord. Paul’s was no fair- 
weather Christianity. In the storm he could be calm; 
in the midst of physical discomfort and pain he could 
be free from bitterness of spirit, and all because he 
was living in the moment-by-moment fellowship of 
his Lord. We also may prove the Lord Jesus to be 
adequate for us in our times of distress, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr, Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an_ Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to. different members of your 
class, letting them. see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HERE is the first mention of Paul’s purpose to go 
to Jerusalem on this last journey found? 
2. Was this purpose of Paul’s own wisdom? (See 
Scripture only for answer.) . 
3. How reconcile the results of this journey with this 
direct leading of the Holy Spirit? : 
4. Was Paul’s Gospel needed in Jerusalem, where 
“many thousands” already were believers? (Acts 21: 20.) 
5.. What was contrary to fact in the accusation brought 
against Paul by the Asiatic Jews? 
6. As an evidence of his determination to speak for 
— Christ, how many gateways of permission did Paul 
ave to penetrate before he could bear his testimony to 
the infuriated mob crowded around the steps of the tower 
in the Temple area? 
7. How many barriers are you willing to break through, 
in order to speak for Jesus Christ? (Personal.) ae 
8. At what point in his statement did the mob break 
out afresh with increased threatenings against Paul’s life, 
and what did it indicate? 
9. What was, evidently, the infuriating point in Paul’s 
address to the Jews? (Acts 22,) 
10. In this incident, how did Paul in at least two ways 
show his humility along with his high courage? 


Answers to Last. Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Little Horsey.—The Jews which were of Asia 
... stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him 
(v. 27). Paul had an infirmity of the flesh (2 Cor. 
12:7; Gal. 4:13). He does not tell us what it was. 
It may have been eye trouble, heartburn, rheumatism, 
or some other “thorn.” But there is one thing Paul 
did not suffer: ennui. That is to say, in the life of 
Paul there was something doing every minute, every- 
where he happened to go. When. he was ‘the persecut- 
ing Saul he kept the Christians “stirring” and did 
some “haling.” Now today we see the tables are 
turned. Some other Jews, this time from Asia, are 
having a hand in the “stirring” business and the dld 
time Saul the haler now finds himself back in Jeru- 
salem, “hale and hearty” as it were! Yes, I rather 
think he liked it. Funny how things come around. 
You can understand why we don’t worry when some 
fellow gets up on a soap box in the park or on the 
cracker barrel in the store at “The: Corners” and goes 
into antireligious eruption. The next time we come 
around that way it is likely as not we will find old 
Mr. Scoffer either in the graveyard or poor house, 
or leading the prayer-meeting. Very often he is just 
out of Old Siwash, pretty smart, and after he has 
run wild religiously long enough to find his legs he 
will be taken off the range, broken: to work by the 
whip, and “converted” to a life of usefulness! I ap- 
pear to be getting a little horsey. The older customers 
here at the Corner may remember that years ago be- 
fore Henry Ford got in his work with his Lizzies 
Uncle Billy and the Belle of Brandywine used to go 
pacing up and down this Corner. Well, I can ell 
you this, the Belle was not of much use until Uncle 
Billy broke her in to harness and made a real horse 
out of her. This is what happened to Saul the haler 
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and is happening to lots of other graduates of “Tarsus 
University,’ when Heaven touches them. 


The Mob Mind.—Some cried one thing, and some 
another, among the multitude (v. 34). Those who 
have had experience in the East say there is nothing 
on earth as crazy as an Oriental mob. Every once 
in a while one goes “dippy” in India, notwithstanding 
Hindu is against Moslem, and Great Britain with her 
soldiers and machine guns sits ready to blow them to 
pieces or call them to a very strict account. Every 
once in a while a mob is worked up over a real or 
fancied grievance and tries to destroy the factory, or 
flood the mine, or fire the breaker, upon which depends ° 
their daily bread. Murder follows in the train of 
the mob. Never forget old Mr. Mob is always a 
lunatic, and keep far away from him and out of 
trouble, for when he gets the suggestion old Mr. Mob 
is a killer and he doesn’t care how. It is often the 
innocent bystander who gets the slug (Prov. 26:17). 
“Jews from Asia” can always be expected when any- 
thing good. is to be exploited. In Christ’s day it was 
their brethren Jews from Jerusalem, perhaps re-en- 
forced by visiting “Jews from. Asia” who yelled, “Cru- 
cify.” A while ago the same old mob spirit broke 
forth in this same city of Jerusalem, beginning at 
the “Wailing Wall.” Jealousy has in this day pro- 
duced a replica of that ancient day in the Holy City. 
But instead of it being Jewish Semite howling for 
the blood of Christian Semite in the shape of Paul, it 
was Arab Semite doing to death Jewish Semite in 
the shape of the returning exiles to their old coun- 
try. And Great Britain with her machine guns to 
settle the matter. A last evidence of the fact that 
old Mr. Mob is a madman always. It is funny how 
History has a way of repeating herself with a few 
variations. If you should ever be so unfortunate as 
to acquire the mob state of mind, just watch your step 
and pray for the return to sanity. The mob mind is 
always wrong and the result of hysteria. Flee it as 
you would a mad dog. It got the Master and would 
get Paul if it could. 


Town Pride.—Paul said, 1 ama... Jew of Tarsus, 
a city in Cilicia, a@ citizen of no mean city (v. 39). 
“Paul always felt his keep,” as Uncle Billy said. Paul 
was never the shrinking violet. Proud of his race, 
proud of his city, proud of his record. We would 
say, A Great Citizen of no mean city (Phil. 3: 3-5; 
2 Cory 11: 24-28; 2 Tim. 4:7). Tarsus would have 
been forgotten long ago had it not been enshrined 
here in this Scripture along with its great citizen, 
_Indeed, we would never have known Ur (now being 
excavated and revealing a wonderful civilization, the 
richer and greater as farther down they dig), and many 
other ancient places; but for the men in the Holy Writ 
who put them on the map. Mr. O. D. Young, the 
head of the General Electric Company and associate 
of General ‘Dawes, in the reparation settlements abroad, 
is.as I write being mentioned as the next Democratic 
candidate for the Presidency of these United States. 
I have an interesting letter from Mr. Young, and I 
am going to read you an extract. Listen to it, boys: 


The turning point in my life came when President 
Hervey of St. Lawrence University came to preach 
in our little church at Van Hornesville and found 
me teaching a Sunday-school class. He persuaded 
me to come to his college, etc. 


Where is Van Hornesville? Never heard of it? Sup- 
pose you look it up, as I did. It is too small for any 
map. But if Mr. Young should be made President 
of the U. S. A. Van Hornesville will be on the map, 
and in- the moyies. Mr. Edison put the little hamlet 
of Menlo Park on the map, as Henry Ford has done 
for Dearborn, Never go back on your own little 
old town. “It’s an ill bird that fouls its own nest,” 
is a true saying, Every town has some redeeming 
feature. Let it be you. I have just been leaning back 
in my swivel chair with closed eyes running over the 
achieving men all from litle Van Hornesville-Menlo 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
823-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
zt. October 4—The Macedonian Call. 
Actsia5 736. to 16:15; Rom. 1g : 18-21 
2: October 11.—Pau] in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
3. October 18.—Patil in alonica and Borca 
ii eS 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. 2: 1-12 
4. October 25.—Paul in Coffnth ..... Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 13 
5s. November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
‘’ Gal. 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13 : 1-14 
6. November 8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 
7..November 15.—Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 21:17 to 23 : 30 
8 November 22—Paul in Rome. Acts 25 : 1-12; 28 : 16-30. 
9. November 29.—Paul’s Letter to Philemon. ....Philemon 
10. December 6.—Rome and Beyond. 
Romans 15 : 22-29; 2 Timothy 4: 6-18; Titus 1 : 5-16; 3 : 11-14 
11. December 13.—John’s Vision on» Patmos. 
Revelation 1:1 to 3:22 
12, December 20.—The Supreme Gift of Love. 
: (Christmas Lesson.) 1 John 4 : 7-19 
13. December 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Europe. 
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Park-Squedunk places, but I ‘haven’t space-to print 
— you'll know a lot anyway. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIALS: Two chains. Dog chains will do. 
Call a boy to the platform and bind his arms with 
one chain, and hobble, him with the other, so he 
is helpless. 











ELL, I- guess this boy will not run away very 

far with all these chains on him, They aren’t 
very comfortable, are they? But you can stand them 
for a few minutes, for you know I'll take them off, ~ 
and you are not really under arrest. 

But suppose a band of soldiers had put them on 
you, and were taking you to prison, and you didn’t 
know how long you might have to wear them. That 
would be different, wouldn’t it? 

That’s just what happened to Paul in Jerusalem. 
But it never daunted Paul. He stood on the stairs 
of the castle and preached Jesus Christ to the crowd 
that had caused his arrest, and told them the story of 
his conversion. 

Would you feel like preaching a sermon, with yards 
of clanking chains draped about you? 

I am afraid most of us are very slack about wit- 
nessing for Christ, even when we are comfortably and 
fittingly dressed and perfectly comfortable. If we were 
in distress, we would spend all our time and strength 
bemoaning our fate. Or, perhaps we are too comfort- 
able. Maybe we need some hardship. : 

Every one of us is witnessing, either for or against 
our Lord every day, whether we realize ‘it or not. 
Are you a faithful witness? 


Mopesto, CAL. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet axpienee the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The aman | School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of oe ne text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word ‘ ‘3 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired; though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


Was She Misled?—Away with him (Acts 21: 36). 
In Germany a girl who had been converted wished 
to leave the Established Church and to join another, 
in which she. had found the Saviour. In order to 
do this, she had: to go to the judge and make the 
necessary declaration. The man said to one of his 
colleagues: “The person who has misled this girl 
should be hanged!” The girl replied: “Oh, sir, the 
one who misled me, as you say, was crucified almost 
two thousand years ago.”—From The Expositor. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


God and the True Scientist.—The God of our 
fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his 
will, and see that Just One, and shouldest. hear the 
voice of his mouth (22:14). In conversation with 
Professor S. F. B. Morse, the inventor of the tele- 
graph, the Rev. George W. Hervey asked him this 
question: “Professor Morse, when you were making 
your experiments yonder in your rooms in the uni- 
versity, did you ever come to a stand, not knowing 
what to do-next?” “Oh, yes, more than once.” “And 
at such times, what did you do next?” “I may an- 
swer you in confidence, sir,” said the professor, “but 
it is a matter ot which the public knows nothing. I 
prayed for more light.” “And the light generally 
came?” “Yes. And may I tell you that when flatter- 
ing honors come to me from America and Europe on 
account of the invention which bears my name, I 
never felt I deserved them? I had made a valuable 
application of electricity, not because I was superior 
to other men, but solely because God, who meant it 
for mankind, must reveal it to some one, and was 
pleased to reveal it to me.” In view of these facts, 
it is not surprising that the inventor’s first message 
was, “What hath God wrought!”—From The Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


Is Such a Life Possible?—Thou shalt be his wit- 
ness (Golden Text). A preacher had been speaking 
of the joy of full surrender and the possibilities of 
the holy life, drawing a beautiful picture of what home 
life would be if everybody acted according to the Bible 
teaching. He closed his address by making an appeal 
for men and women to give themselves wholly to 
Christ. A woman in his audience turned to the wo- 
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Lesson -for November 15 


man by her side. “That is -excellent 
preaching,” she said smiling, “but I won- 
der if such a life is possible.” The other 
woman smiled back at her. “Well, I 
know the preacher lives such a life,” she 
said. “I happen to be his wife.”-—-From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Why He Didn’t See the Picture.— 
Thou shalt be his witness unto all men 
(Golden Text). It was in a Primary 
class. The teacher had been telling the 
story of Jesus and the fishermen of Gali- 
lee, and was showing a’ beautiful picture 
of Christ and some of his disciples. Each 
one took the picture and looked at it, 
then passed it on. When the teacher re- 
ceived it back, she asked, “Has everybody 
seen the picture?” “I didn’t,” promptly 
spoke up one rather grimy little fellow. 
So the teacher took him close to the 
picture, now pinned on the wall. Look- 
ing at it, he pointed a pudgy finger at 
the representation of Christ. “I didn’t 
see the picture,” he repeated, “I only saw 
him.” Bless his soul, he had seen the 
essence of the whole thing. The artist 
had done his work well. Can we do 
ours as well, so that folks can say, “I 
didn’t see them. I only: saw Him?”— 
From Young People’s Full Gospel Quar- 
terly. Sent by Florence Fowler, Erie, 
Pa.. Prize illustration. 


Miss Havergal’s Witnessing.—Thou 
shalt be his witness unto all men (Golden 
Text). Frances Ridley Havergal was a 
devoted Christian as well as an accom- 
plished singer. She-was a guest at an 
occasion where many distinguished peo- 
ple, including the King himself, were 
present. A famous Italian prima donna 
had been engaged to furnish entertain- 
ment for the brilliant audience, and after 
a number of wonderful renditions, “Miss 
Havergal was asked if she would sing. 
She paused a, moment in uncertainty, then 
stepped to the piano and made a most 
exquisite reridering of a difficult aria from 
one of Handel’s oratorios. Then even 
before the applause ceased she began to 
sing to her own accompaniment the words 
of one of her most deeply spiritual poems, 
for which her pen had become so noted: 


Oh, Saviour, precious Saviour, 
Whom yet unseen we love. 

Oh, Name of might and favor, 
All other names above. 


Among the first to congratulate her was 
the renowned Italian artist who said to 
her, “You have something I do not have, 
and I want it.".—From The Presbyterian. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio. 


True, New, and You.—Thou shalt be 
a witness for him unto all men of what 
thou hast seen and heard (Golden Text, 
R. V.). Last August, at the meeting of 
the World’s Student Christian Federation 
in England I heard the representative 
from India say, “When Christianity first 
came to India, the non-Christians said, 
‘Christianity is not true.’ They have had 
to abandon that position because of the 
evidences of the Christian faith. Then,” 
he said, “the second line of attack was, 
‘Christianity is not new,’ and they tried 
to parallel from their own sacred books 
what is found in the Bible; but,” he 
added, “that position has been in the main 
abandoned, because there is no one like 
Christ in the: Hindu sacred scriptures. 
Now, however,” he added, “the line of 
attack is this: ‘Christianity is not you.’” 
—From Robert P. Wilder, at Washing- 
ton Foreign Missions Convention, 1925. 


Sent by O. S. Walters, Lawrence; Kans. }- 


| oe 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that in-times of great trouble 
the greatness of thy love toward us is only 
made the more manifest. As thou didst 
safeguard thy servants of old for their task 
of high privilege, so thou dost guard even 
us in every time of danger, untii thou dost 
call us home to thyself. Help us, we pray 
thee, to meet every issue.in thy strength, 
and to remember that thou art going be- 
fore us in every path undertaken in accord 
with thy holy will. May we be especially 
led in courage and wisdom among those 
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' who -have turned from friendliness to hatred 
toward us because of. our testimony to the 
truth. Im the name of the Lord Jesus we 
pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—A young woman 
who was very popular in her home town 
accepted Christ as her Saviour and her 
Lord. That meant to her many changes 
in her ways, and her interests. The pop- 
ularity began to fade out. Little by little 
she was dropped out of her social set 
because she wouldn’t do what they were 
doing. She just couldn’t, and didn’t want 
to, under her new Leader. That was her 
testing time. The Lord was, as always, 
faithful. He opened a new life for her. 
She could do. little for most of the old 
crowd, who went along ,in ,their usual 
way. But many, many others she led to 
Christ, and is still doing so. Have you 
had to take a stand like that? Sneers, 
pitying glances, the cold shoulder; yes, 
and hard words about you, where once all 
was pleasant and cheery? Just think 
what these pioneers of the early Church 
had to stand! How often Paul and others 
must have said, “We must obey God 
rather than men.” So must we! May 
God help us to follow that “must”! Let 
us pray. 


| AKEN 
Paut | sues 
RIUMPHANT 
WE MUST OBEY GOD 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Only a Sinner.” 

“Can Others See Jesus in You?” 
“My Redeemer.” 

“The True Historic Jesus.” 

“Let the Lower Lights Be Burning.” 
“We ‘Would See Jesus.” 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 20: 5 through’ 24:27. Our 

lesson for this week is full of move- 
ment and thrills, and should be of real 
interest to the children. Tell them that 
while Paul was visiting ‘the churches in 
Macedonia and Greece, he was collecting 
a gift for the poor saints at Jerusalem. 


He was hoping for this gift to be a proof 
of ‘the love ot the converied heathen, and 
that Jewish Christians would understand 
and love them better. A few men from 
the different churches where Paul had 
.told the Geod News went with him to 
Jerusalem. Luke joined him at Philippi. 
Have the return journey traced across to 
Troas, and along the coast to Miletus, 
where Paul met the elders of the church 
at Ephesus. He had a long loving talk 
with them. But they were very sad be- 
cause he told them that they would not 
see him any more. In every place where 
Paul stopped, people to whom God had 
spoken warned him that he was sure to 
be made a prisoner at Jerusalem, and his 
friends begged him not to go, But he 
said that he was willing not only to be 
bound but even to‘die for the Lord Jesus, 
So he-went on and said that after he had 
been to Jerusalem he must see Rome. 

The little sail ship in ‘which Paul and 
his friends traveled stopped at -ll the 
ports along*the shore. But at Myra they 
got into a ship that sailed straight across 
to Tyre, and from Tyre they went to 
Jerusalem, stopping with friends along 
the way. 

Help the class see the missionary and 
his companions as they stood before James 
in the church at Jerusalem: If your room 
is large enough and you have enough 
pupils, divide your pupils into two groups. 
Let James and the elders of the church 
at Jerusalem sit in®the rear, while Paul 
and his companions stand before them: 
The teacher may tell James that Paul 
the missionary “has brought a gift from 
the heathen people to whom he has 
preached, and that some of the converted 
heathen have come with him. Let James 
stand and shake hands with Paul, and re- 
ceive the gift from his hand, and thank 
him. (The gift may be represented by 
a handkerchief, filled with’ paper, and held 
by the corners.) Now let the teacher 
introduce Paul’s companions. First Luke, 
the beloved physician; “Timothy | and 
Gaius, from Derbe; Sopoter, from Berea; 
Aristarchus and Secundus, from Thessa- 
lonica; Tychicus and Trophimus, from 


Ephesus. Let James shake hands with 
these new Christians. Now let all sit 
down: together. 


Spend the rest of the time talking about 
what happened to Paul in Jerusalem. 

Some of his old enemies from. Asia, 
who would not believe his message, saw 





him in the city with his friend Trophimus. 
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Then they saw Paul in the Temple, and 
they had him arrested pretending that 
he had carried the converted heathen 
into the Temple, which was against the 
law. Trophimus was not in the Temple. 
However, they kept Paul and would have 
killed him, but a Roman officer. named 
Lysias came with an army and rescued 
him. Paul asked for permission to talk 
to the people, and he told the multitude 
about the day the Lord Jesus spoke to 
him when he was on his way to Da- 
mascus to arrest Christians, and how he 
had been changed from a persecutor into 
a disciple, and had been sent to tell the 
Good News to the heathen. But they 
did not care about Paul’s message and 
they.tried to get him into their hands 
so that they could kill him. But the 
next night the Lord stood by him, and 
said to him: “Be of good cheer, Paul: 
for as thou hast testified of me in Jeru- 
selem, so must thou bear witness also at 
Rome.” Then Paul felt safe and happy 
even though he was a prisoner. 

Captain Lysias sent a body of strong 
Romart soldiers to carry Paul to Czesarea 
to the Roman governor. Here he was 
out of the reach of his enemies, and could 
see his friends. But he was kept in 
prison two years, not Because the gover- 
nor thought he was guilty, but just to 
please the Jews. 

Sing, “Faith of Our Fathers.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


w 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 


Taking ‘the Gospel back to its home, 
and meeting with 


(1) A glad reception. 
(2) Bitter persecution. 
&) Imprisonment. 











VEN very young girls have learned 

that. the hardest place on earth to 
testify to the faith that is within the 
heart is their own home —unless that 
home be wholly in sympathy with them. 
So they will readily agree that Paul 
proved his right to his title, “the Daunt- 
less,” in his experience in Jerusalem, 
when, having completed his testimony to 
the Greco-Roman world (except Rome 
itself, and westward from that city), 
he said he must go “bound in the spirit 
unto Jerusalem,” that he might accom- 
plish his course, and the ministry he re- 
ceived from the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the Gospel of the grace of God there, 
also. (20: 22-24). 

He was taking this Gospel right back 
to its starting point —to the place from 
which it had spread as far as Corinth, 
westward, and Antioch (Syrian), north- 
ward. Were there no believers there, at 
that time? Yes, surely, thousands of 
them, as we read in the early chapters 
of this book of the Acts, (See also Acts 
And there, too, were some of 
those very “apostles” first appointed to 
go as witnesses, beginning at Jerusalem. 
Why need Paul go there, then, with this 
sense of obligation to complete the min- 
istry he had received from the Lord Jesus, 
that day on his way to Damascus? Well, 
the events studied in this very lesson an- 
swer that question, and- Paul evidently 
knew ahead of their happening just what 
they would show. Read aloud Acts 20: 
22-24. Hear him saying to those Ephe- 
sian elders that he knows “bonds and 
afflictions” await him in Jerusalem, ‘hyt 
that he accounts not his very life as dear 
compared with accomplishing his minis- 
try. Why did Paul expect persecution 
from his own racial brothers in Christ, 
in his own “home city” — for such Jeru- 
salem was in a real sense, to this man, 
who had been educated there and served 
his nation there? Because he knew his 
own people so well, and equally well he 
kr.ew that they had not even faintly he- 
gun to realize the true freedom of this 
glorious Gospel he was preaching to the 
whole world and they were ignorant of 
their own release from the bondage of the 
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“The largest club of subscribers 
I have ever had at the begin- 
ning of my club year.” 


So writes one of our club secretaries. 


And the club is indeed a large one — 
sixty-two members already. 


But this club secretary doesn’t intend 


to stop there. 


She expects a still larger group. 
HERE [S HER LETTER :— 





“Dear Sunpay ScHooL TIMEs: 


I thought when it came time to renew 
ear, that on account of © 
financial conditions it might fall far 
I happened 
to know of many who were affected by 
unemploymentand other circumstances. 


my club this 


below the usual number. 


“The matter of renewals I made a subject 
of prayer even more than usual, for 
there seemed greater need, praying 
especially that those who ought to con- 
tinue the paper might do so and that 
others who wanted it might be enabled 

I feel the message of the 

paper is needed more than ever. 


to take it. 


‘To my very great delight the club has 
started this’ year with sixty-two names, 
the largest club of subscribers I have 
ever had at the beginning of my club 

I hope to keep adding to it 

as usual throughout the. year.” 


year. 


Her expectation is well founded. 


It is sor economy to be without The 
Sunday School Times when only shree 
cents a week secures itsvisit to one’s home. 


Many a club secretary, or 


subscriber can bring 


individual 
elp and inspira- 
tion into the lives of others by secur- 
ing additions to present clubs just at this 
time, or by introducing the paper to a 
few friends at the Get Acquainted rate 
of ten weeks for 25 cents. . 








WILL YOU ask right now for enough free 


specimen copies to acquaint all the workers in your 


Sunday-school with the Times ? 


= 











THE SUNDAY SCHGOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street, 
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old law — even such as had accepted Jesus 
of Nazareth as Messiah. 

(r) But let us note that the first re- 
ception given Paul and his party was a 
glad ore (21:17-29). There were those 
among the brethren who rejoiced to hear 
of the “things God had wrought among 
the Gentiles,” and they welcomed 
bearers of this Gospel back to Jerusalem 
warmly, 


(2) But even they immediately warned 
Paul how little the thousands of believ- 
ing Jews would agree with his interpre- 
tation of this Gospel, and they earnestly 
tried to prevent the persecution they fore- 
saw. Paul yielded to their plan (no prin- 
ciple being involved), and it almost suc- 
ceeded, but failed. The story of this plan 
and its failure is the lesson story, this 
week —a vividly interesting one for your 
girls. Even Paul never knew a more 
hairbreadth escape than on those barrack 
stairs in Jerusalem. Nor did he ever 
prove himself more completely master of 
an impossible situation than when he lifted 
his hand, for silence, over that wild mob 
—and got it! Picture it all for your girls 
so they can see that chained figure com- 
manding that furious multitude which 
even the Roman soldiers could not con- 
trol. Read aloud every word Paul uttered 
that day, in Hebrew, to his Hebrew 
brothers. . 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





FAUL IN JSERUSALELG 
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(3) But even so, this bravest bearer 
of them all who carried that Good News 
to the world was committed to prison, 
there and then—and a prisoner he re- 
mained through the rest of the story told 
in this book, for two years after its last 
recorded event. The chief bearer in chains 


the | — but was the Gospel bound? Read on. 


Home Study 


Here are four chapters in the Acts 
(21 to 24) to be read at home, this week; 
name them on your chart, with a key 
reference for each, written into its proper 
space, Take special note of each mention 
of the Holy Spirit, as you read. “The 
Spirit compels me to go there” (Jeru- 
salem), “had been Paul’s testimony at 
the beginning of this fateful journey 
(Acts 20: 22, speed’s translation), 
even though that Spirit also testified to 
great suffering for Paul, once he had 
reached that city. “Paul the Dauntless” 
he surely was! 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YouTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpDAY 
ScHoot Times. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What charge was brought against 
Paul when he was seized in the Temple 
at Jerusalem? 

2. What circumstance had given colo 
to the charge? ; 

3. Why did the angry mob take him 
out of the Temple before they tried to 
kill him? ‘ 

4. Why was the chief captain of the 
Roman guard surprised when he heard 
Paul speak Greek? 

5. Why did not the chief captain find 
out the cause of the trouble from the 
mob? 

6. What was it in Paul’s speech that 
caused the disturbance to break out 
afresh? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “May I speak?” 
Discussion: Name some of the oppor- 


. tunities given every fellow to bear his 
witness to Jesus Christ. 


Objective: Speaking from personal 
experience. 











S4*: fellows, do you remember how 
you got permission to ask a question 
or to speak a word when as a kid you 
sat in the school room or in class? You 
held up your hand to catch the teacher’s 
eye, and if teacher nodded assent, you 
told what you had on your mind. The 
principal tableau: in our study today shows 
a man standing on the steps of the Tower 
of Antonia, in the temple area, protected 
by Roman guards from a howling mob 
that wanted to kill him, holding up his 
hand to the mob in token of his desire 
to speak to them. There was something 
in Paul’s attitude and in the flash of his 





eye that stilled the tumult; they under- 
stood the gesture, and “there was made a 























Lesson for Noveinbe: 15 


great silence.” Then Paul spoke. And 
what he said was an earful. 

He told them of his conversion to 
faith in Jesus Christ. He told them in 
clear-cut terms— definitely, positively, 
enthusiastically. He did not spare him- 
self; he acknowledged his former error. 
He proclaimed the fact of his complete 
surrender to the Lord Jesus and his pur- 
pose to use every ounce of his energy 
in serving him. 

Of course it infuriated the mob all the 
more and made them even more blood- 
thirsty, for this mob hated the name of 
Jesus Christ. He knew it would do that, 
but it did not intimidate him. Three 
times that morning Paul had said, in ef- 
fect, “May I speak?” First, to the chief 
captain, “May I speak unto thee?” He 
wanted permission, so when the chief 
captain listened, he asked, “May I speak 
to the people?” Given ‘permission, he 
held up his hand to the mob, “May Il 
speak to you?” They let him speak, and. 
they got in clear and unmistakable terms 
his message. é 

Fellows, you have an incident here that 
is interesting from many angles — even 
thrilling at some points— but the thing 
that stands cut in Paul’s. irrepressible 
speaking to make known his Lord and 
Saviour. No matter what the occasion: 
whether at Damascus, where he nearly 
lost his life for it; whether at Jerusa- 
lem, when his own brethren in the faith 
were skeptical of his sincerity in those 
first days of their acquaintance with him 
after his conversion; whether before the 
Sanhedrin where he was hated; whether 
before kings and queens, or chained to 
his guard in prison at Rome, every circum- 
stance. was grist to his mill for telling 
somebody about Jesus Christ. Paul had 
had an actual interview with his Lord, he 
was serving him with his whole” life 
without reservations; and when a fellow 
comes to that point in his Christian ex- 
perience, he is bound to bear his witness 
to the saving and keeping power of the 
Great Master,*and nothing can hold him 
back. ; 

“May I speak?” Fellows, I can easily 
imagine the angel Gabriel coveting the 
privilege you and I have of telling peo- 
ple about Jesus Christ. Gabriel has been 
permitted to come to earth three times 
that we know about, and, speak to men: 
once to Daniel to interpret a vision; then 
to Zacharias, foretelling the birth of John 
the Baptist; and last to Mary, announcing 
the coming birth of Jesus. But God does 
not permit him to come any more. He 
has given to you and me, and all who 
profess to love him, tke high commission 
of telling men that Jesus Christ came to 
die for sinners, and that they may be 
saved. And he has given us-the tongues 
and he has given us the contacts. He 
has given us the message in clear-cut 
terms. Will we be dumb, fellows? Or 
will we present our. speaking face to 
those who do not know, and lift our hands 
and point to him? 

Paul bore an effective testimony because 
he had seen and talked with Jesus Christ. 
You can see him and talk to him, too. 
Have you tried it? Or have you been 
trying to live your Christian life on 
hearsay? You can’t do that successfully, 
fellows. You don’t have to depend on 
that. You*can see him and talk with 
him and serve with him, personally, your- 
self. Then you will be like those men 
of Sychar, who found Jesus out there by 
Jacob’s well, and after sitting under the 
spell of his. voice and his marvelous per- 
sonality, said to the woman who had run 
to tell them: “Now we believe, not be- 
cause of thy saying: for we have heard 
him ourselves, and know that this is in- 
deed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world.” 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of November 8) 
1. Apollos, who proved a vigorous. culti- 


vator of the seed Paul had sowed in Corinth. 
See Acts 18: 24-28. 


z. Through, the teaching of Aquila and 
Priscilla, whom Paul had himself taught the 
whole Gospel truth. 


g.. Acts 19: 10. 
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4. By the names of pagan deities, who 
were of demon origin, 


5. By Beezebub (Matt. 12: 27). 


6. The “printed page” is the Devil’s tool, 
as well as many others. Especially today 
is he using books and all other forms of 
“literature” to carry his message, especially 
to the young people of the whole world. 

7. Said to be about $50,000. 


8. This is a good rule: Whatever hinders 
a clear testimony to the saving and keeping 
power of Jesus Christ is sinful. 


9: “The way of the Lord,” or just “the 
Way,” speaks eloquently of the kind of lives 
that marked those first Christians as dis- 
tinct and separate from the world about 
them. See Acts 18:25; 19: 9,723. 

10. Christians must hate evil, wherever 
found ; and hate it so tremendously that they 
strive to free men from its_results, including 
the very evil doers themselves. Seé Psalm 
139: 19-24, noting the searching prayer that 
follows the first statement. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Nov. 22. God’s Gifts and My Obligations. 1 
Tim. 6:17-19. (Thanksgiving.) 

Nov. 29. Where Are Missionaries Needed in 
This Country? Rev. 3: 14-22. 

Dec. 6. How Jesus Reveals God’s Love. John 
14: 1-11, (Consecration meeting.) 








‘Dec. 13. Mciing Christmas Christian. Mic. 
4: Is. 
Sunday, November 15 
What Is the Purpose of Life? 
(Phil. 3 : 12-16) 
Mon.—Our education (Eccles. 12:1, 13, 


14). 
Tues.—Moral training (Luke 19: 11-26). 
Wed.—Development of character (1 Cor. 


135 3-7). 

Thurs.—To fulfill our destiny (John 17: 
1-5). 

Fri—Preparation for a _ higher 
Pet, 1.2 2-9). 

Sat.—Achievement of 
(Rom. 8 : 26-30). 


life (1 
Christlikeness 











Have we found God’s providence in our 
life? 

What work have we been given to do? 

What great purposes have we seen in other 
lives? 


OWN through the ages, whenever 

man has taken time to “ponder his 
long, long stay” on this earth, he has 
asked himself the question, “What is the 
purpose of life?” The Epicurians tried 
to answer the question with the philos- 
ophy, “Eat, drink, and be merry, for to- 
morrow we die” In other words, they 
said the purpose of_life was to attain 
the most enjoyment of it by means of 
the physical senses. 

The Stoices, taking the opposite extreme, 
taught that the outward circumstances of 
life, as revealed by the senses, were noth- 
ing. The great objective was to reach 
a soul calm,—freedom from the pas- 
sions and desires that disturb the life of 
ordinary man, — and so fit into the scheme 
of life as to make this possible. 

Buddhism teaches that the objective of 
life is to reach Nirvan,—to lose one’s 
identity in the all-inclusive eternal. 

But all these philosophies of life are 
based on man’s experience or conjecture. 
They cannot pierce the veil that hangs 
before man’s advent upon this earth, nor 
can they see beyond the grave to which 
man eventually comes. 

Man has sought through science the 
origin and purpose of life, but without 
success. Nature’s book tells him nothing 
beyond the compass of birth and death. 

If man is to learn anything of the pur- 
pose of life he needs a far wider per- 
spective than that supplied by experience 
or reason or nature or science. Nothing 
short of a supernatural revelation can 
meet this need. God has given us just 
such a revelation in his Word, for it 
came “not by the will of man: but holy 
men of spake- as they were; moved 
by. the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1 of). 

When we turn to the Bible to learn 
the purpose of life, we find first that God 
made man for fellowship. Why the eter- 





nal, holy Creator should desire the fel- 
lowship of his creatures we may not be 
able fully to comprehend. But perhaps 
we may see a faint comparison in the 
joy experienced by earthly parents in 
the companionship of their children. 
Genesis gives us the picture of God, in 
the cool of the evening walking in the 
garden he had ‘prepared for man and 
seeking that fellowship. 

Then’ we-find that God intended man 
to “replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of ‘the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth” (Gen. 1: 28). 

But the Bible also shows us that God 
also intended man to glorify him (Rom. 
I1: 36; 1 Cor. 10: 31) and that man was 
to enjoy God forever (Psa. 73:25, 26). 
Perhaps some of:us will recall the Cate- 
chism question, “What is the, chief end 
of man?” and the reply, “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God and to enjoy him 
forever.” 

However, man, by yielding to sin, 
thwarted God’s purpose for him. His 
sin separated him from God and thus de- 
prived God of the fellowship he desired. 
By sin, man also voluntarily gave up the 
dominion of the earth, which God had 
given him, and placed that dominion in 
the hands of Satan, whom Christ him- 
self calls the Prince of this world. 

Sin made it impossible for man to glo- 
rify God and it prevented man from en- 
joying God forever, for it carried the 
penalty of eternal separation from God. 
And so God had to do something to re- 
store man to his original place of fellow- 
ship and dominion, if his purposes for 
man were not to be eternally defeated. 
He gave his own Son as:a ransom for 
many, that through his death man might 
be saved from eternal separation from 
God and might enjoy God’s fellowship 
and blessing. 

As soon as man fell into sin, God be- 
gan to bring to him a knowledge of the 
way back. The prophets of old all tes- 
tified of the One who was to come to 
take away the sin of the world. Today 
we have God’s written Word to tell us 
of the coming of that sinless One who 
gave himself for us, and how God has 
been planning all down through the ages 
to draw man back to himself. 

It tells us, too, of another great pur- 
pose that God has for us,—a part we 
may have in carrying to others the Good 
News of what he has done for man 
through Christ and thus sharing in his 
— purpose of reconciling man to him- 
self. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 











The Timid Little Dragon Fly 
By Emma Florence Bush 


NCE upon a time there was a iittle 
dragon fly who was afraid to spread 
his wings and fly. Once he had been an 
ugly little grub at the bottom of the pond 
and had crawled around in the mud and 
slime. ‘Then, although he didn’t know 
why, he had crawled up the’ stem of a 
piant to the surface of the water, his 
back split open and out came wings. beau- 
tiful wings that he waved to and fro in 
delight. But when he thought of using 
them he was afraid, so although he had 
such lovely wings he still crawled around 
‘on the edge of the pond or over the lily 
i pads. 
|. The other dragon flies could not un- 
ilierstand. At first they tried to help him, 
to show him how to spread his beautiful, 
gauzy wings over his back and float off 
into the sunshine, but he only folded his 
wings, tighter, and dug his little feet 
deeper into the mud; so soon they left 
him alone, and’so did the butterflies, the 
moths, and all the little winged people. 
But the crawling pond people’ were 
most unpleasant. Warty Water Bug and 
Gnaughty Gnat and Snarly Snail followed 
him everywhere. When he crawled tim- 
idly onto a lily pad Warty Water Bug 
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Christmas Music tts tne cre 


FOR THE 21 Cantatas and Pageants, Services, 
Carols, Player Recitation Books, Motion Songs, Panto- 
mimes, Singing Books, Drilis, ete. Enclose 100 for 

on bundle of returnable samples. Catalog free. 
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Vol Mu 1 P Operettas. Senton 
examination. Catal nam 
you will receive a catalog of without music, 
GEO F.ROSGHE & CO., 335 W, Madisoa St, 





and Gnaughty Gnat followed and jumped 
up and down and jiggled the leaf, until 
the little dragon fly was sure he would be 
drowned, 

When he crawied along the shore 
Snarly Snail would get in front of hita 
and stick out his horns and make faces, 
until poor timid dragon fly shook all over 
with fear. 

Gentle Breeze tried to help him. She 
blew her silvery wings gently, arid tried 
to lift him from the lily pad, but he 
folded his wings tightly and dug his feet 
in hard and held on. 

Then Jolly Round Sun shone on him 
so warmly that his wings almost unfolded 
and it seemed as if he could almost fly, 
but the sun sank behind the clouds and 
still dragon fly’ was crawling in the mud 
at the edge of the pond. 

One morning Warty~- Water Bug, 
Gnaughty Gnat, and Snarly Snail waited 
until he was right on the edge of the- 
pond, then they began to tease him. 

“Coward,” cried Warty Water Bug, 
dancing up and down around him, an 
pretending he was going to step on kim. 

“’Fraid Cat,” laughed Gnaughty Gnat, 
~ he flew around him pretending to nip 

im. 

“Baby,” laughed Snarly Snail, poking 
out his horns at him. 

Then little dragon fly did a very strange 
thing. He saw they were driving him 
into the water where he would drown, 
and he was so afraid he felt his wings 
tremble to the very tips. Then, before 
he knew it, he had spread the big, beau- 
tiful gauzy wings and had flown into the 





air, way, way, way up until he could 
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neighbors and others at the 
@ exe 
for yourself or for 
our church organization, 
eople readily buy these at- 

. Designs and 
sentiments are timely and 
21 assorted 
cards retail for $1.00. Every 
card large in size, envelopes, 
value- 


Less than 25 boxes, GOc each; 25 or 


and seals, 
that extra 
touch to the Christmas package. Seals retail for 10c 


100 or more 


Plan your campaign now; get the jump on others 


le box of cards 
seals with instructions and 
ly start means more sales and 


Press 


















































































































| 












































} y 


612 


look down and see Warty Water” Bug 
Gnaughty Gnat, and Snarly Snail al 
looking up at him, with-open mouths, 
they were so surprised. 

“Good-by,” he called, “really I can’t 
stay and play with you creeping things 
any more, I am going to fly and fly and 
fly with my brothers and sisters, I won- 
der I ever mticed crawly things like you.” 

Warty ap was so ashamed that 
he hid un &.stone, Gnaughty Gnat 
was so astonished that he hid in_a_ water. 
lily and stayed there all day, and Snarly 
Snail was so mad that he drew himself 
into his house and shut the door, 

But they never had the chance to tease 
the little dragon fly again. 


GrEENWoOop, Mass. 
4 


The Lesson Cartoons in 
Booklet Form 


EOPLE will look at pictures when 

they will not stop +o read printed 
matter. When one picture preaches a 
whole sermon its value is beyond esti- 
mate. That is exactly what the weekly 
lesson cartoons by E. J. Pace in THE 
Sunpay Scuoor Times have been doing. 

Fifty-eight of these cartoons are now 
published in two booklets, each containing 
twenty-nine. They are entitled ‘Pictures 
That Talk,” Series I and ‘II. Series I is 
for unbelievers, while Series II is for 
backsliders, though any mention of this 
has purposely been left out of the book- 
lets. They make unusually valuable 
tracts, for wherever they are opened one 
finds a striking picture with no comment 
outside of a few words of explanation in 
the cartoon itself. 

“Pictures That Talk” may be had at ro 
cents each, 12 copies for $1 or 100 copies 
for $7, from the Bible Institute Colport- 
age Association, 343-45 North ells 
Street, Chicago. 


“Christian Life” | 
Series 


Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Tépics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 
















































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship ‘) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ing pe the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, by the International 
Sunday School 


mmittee, 
November 9 to 15 
nae OE et to thé Ephesians. 


“Tt am not fre sponsible for the ruin of 
any one of you,” is Weymouth's transla- 
tion of verse 26. Paul was instructing 
elders and church boards. He had de- 
clared God’s whole truth (¥, 27), and 
they should “take heed” (v. 28) to do 
the same. In our wc aaa is terrible 
laxness on the part of church governing 
boards truly to shepherd the blood-bought 
flock of God. 

Prayer \ Succestion: Pray for the 
door recently closed to any new mission- 
aries entering Venezuela, that it may be 
re-opened in God's way. The new law 
is aimed primarily at Catholic priests, but 
it has kept a missionary on er ough from 
rejoining his wife on the Orinoco River. 
It affects the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, and other missions. 

Tues.—Acts 21:7-14. Warnings of Danger. 

There has been.a conflict between even 
the most Spirit-filled commentators as to 
whether or not Paul was.disobeying the 
Spirit in going up to Jerusalem in spite 


of these ; Dr. Scofield thinks 
the apostle gus ient (see note on 


Acts 20:22, and other notes in this sec- 
tion of the Scofield Reference Bible). 





Dr. James M, Stifler in his “Introduction 
to Acts” (Revell and Co., New York) 
takes the opposite view. He thinks the 
Holy. Spirit, not Paul’s human spirit, is 
meant in 20:22, New Testament proph- 
esyings were not to be despised, but 
proved (1 Thess. 5:20). These warning 
prophets “were not so inspired that their 
voice was equivalent to the voice of God.” 
Paul was in the will of God (v. 14). Yes, 
he was the apostle to the Gentiles, but 
see Acts 9:15, last clause. 

Prayer Succestion: Pray for Presi- 
dent George E. Guille, of the William 
Jennings Bryon University at Dayton, 
Tenn., teaching Genesis in the old class- 
room of Evolutionist Scopes. Satan keeps 
an eye on Dayton, and Atheist Darrow, 
who has produced an Evolution. movie, 
was going to Dayton to give its. second 
showing, it was tecently announced. Pray 
for necded funds for Mr. Guille’s Um- 
versity. 


Wed.—Acts 21 : 17-26. Reception in Jerusalem. 


In view of Hebrews 10:9-12 it is well 
nigh impossible to believe that Paul did 
right in yielding to James’ weak compro- 
mise. Peter had led thousands of Jews 
to Christ in Jerusalem, but Paul did not 
win a single one. While the solidly Jew- 
ish church welcome Paul, the Jewish 





The Two Beggars | 


“It is better to beg bread for a little 
while on earth like Lazarus, than to be 
water forever in hell.” A FREE COP 
of this striking sermon, with our catalog 
of sound religious literature, will be sent 
to any preacher on request. 

M. E. & B. H. Willard, South Berwick, Maine 


*“God’s Christmas Gift’’ 


A Pageant-ette employi al grades, Beginner- 
Senior and featuring “ rhite Gifts.” Spiritual and 
very entertaining. Catchy music. Easy to produce. 
Inexpensive. RETURNABLE EXAMINATION 
copy on uest. 


greatest, Sacred’ ‘sony “Lhe Dream Song” 
GRANT TULLAR City Hall P. O. Box 613 


(M), New York, N.Y. 

















Your Boy Needs 


Cuticura Soap 


people and rulers unanimously reject his 
message. The whole experience proves 
hat Paul knew by imnspitation a few 
mths previously when he w 
, tenth, and eleventh chapters of 
s. God-is marvelous im his grace 
Ohg-suflering. He had n given 
h nation a tast chanee to accept 
He is Giving out Gentile 


y a “last chance, as long as he 


Pray for the 
eGill families who 
ions at Kaba 
; ; irlough ; - for 
the supply of thé urgent need for workers 
in North Rhodésia, for the South Africa 
General Mission (23 Flatbushe Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.). 
Thurs.—Acts 21 : 27-36. 
Expeyience with a Mob. 
Paul’s never flinching courage makes 
him no more afraid of this howling Jew- 
ish mob than he was of the mad human 
mass at Ephesus. It was only the per- 
suasion of his Christian friends and the 
Asiarchs which dissuaded him from fac- 
ing them there. He could fing oppor- 


















































a synagogue or a riverside prayer-meet- 
ing. And here he gave his own experi- 
ence. Alas that the old thodist class 
meeting is a relic of the past. Are we 
suppressing a personal testimony as to 
how God has changed our lives? 

Prayer Succestions:~Pray for the 
plan to place @ Gospel of. John in every 
home in the Umted States, sponsored by 
the World’s Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociation; for funds to carry it_out, (For 
information write to the Rev. T. C. Hor- 
ton, 211-215 Columbia Bldg:, 313 West 
Third Street, Los Angeles,:Cal.).. - 
Fri—Acts 22 : 5-15.- Ph 

Paul’s Conversion: Retold. 

In Paul’s experience-testimony argu- 
ment is skillfully interwoven. By_ birth, 
rearing, and religion he had been just 
what his hearers had been. If he is 
changed now it must have been by divine 
interference. He goes into the story with 
detail as to how God did it. Christ ar- 
“rested him, and a godly Jew (Ananias) 
was the human medium for the transi- 
tion. He did not want to take up kis 
new mission, but in that very Temple God 
gave him the command to go to the Gen- 
tiles. At this point prejudice and caste 
set the mob wild again. The nation. put 
its fingers in its ears, and twelve years 
later Titus destroyed the Temple and the 
city. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev. W. J. Hanna and his helper, Mr. 
Campbell, of the China Iniand Mission 
(School Lane, Germantown, Pa.), in 
their work of extending, the Gospel in 
Manchuria, one of the greatest modern 
mission fields, growing by. thousands as 
famine and bandits drive immigrants in 
from China. 


(Lesson for Nov. 15) OCTOBER 31, 1931 





| “Christmas 5S 





Samples of complete services of Songs, Reeita- 
tions, etc., free to Pastors, Supt. or Committee. 
These, only, are free. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Christmas Helper No. 19. Book of drills, Pes 








logues, Recitations for all ages, songs, etc. 25 


The King’s re. A 3-way st Cantata. 
Unusual” dia gue charming (music for all 
schools, large or small. -00 a dozen. 

**The King Comes.’’ A Worshi sentation in 
dialogu se form. Easy and ¢ ctive 25 cents. 

¢ No, 8.’’ For ‘teen age or 

tures. 25 cents. 


Secular Cantata for chil- 
t and wholesome. 35 cents 


older. 45 

On Chrietaane 
dren. Clean, 
each. $3.60 the 

Ancient and ' Christmas rols. i 
aah foros for 15 cents. Nothing fe it. aise 
All,-except Helper, sent for examination. 





Sogd Otter. Send $1.00 for one each (Value 
‘ ‘Sos a alaetion” this ad. * 


HALL-MA CO., 2let Arch Phila., P 
se: Sg Do ve Ass Selling Agents, * 
306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


FULFILLING PROPHECY 
idence: Is Mussolini the Beast? 
Secrot covenant, plopessd Geaple etc. proven, by nob 
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mor78 pages. 35 cents each, or 8 for $1.00. - 
“GOD’S FINAL M GERS” 
The Imminent Literal Fulfillment of 'ELATION 


P by Popular ce; Pests an 
possession, ‘Tons of disease germs, lood 


egice 
itnesses, Demon 
Milkyway lant Black 
Pe eee 
OMETHING NEW! 


Systematic p 


rain, Two 
at heat and a Nova, 
gold, Mark of Beast. 








Sat.—Acts 23 :°12-24. Escape from Jerusal 


Paul boasted of being a Jew to Jews, 
but there was no appeal in the boast. He 
says, “I am a Roman to Romans,” and it 
unfetters his hands, and eventually gets 
him to Rome to .make the Gospel’s last 
plant, from which it has radiated down 
the centuries. God used the discipline and 
sense of justice of Rome to get the Gos- 
pel to the world. He still moves among 
the nations. Soviet anti-God measures 
cannot defeat his purpose for this world. 


PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for seven 
hundred inquirers interested in’ the. Mahk- 
tal region, Deccan, of the Telegu. Village- 
Mission, of which the Rev. C. H. Bill- 
ington writes in his June circular. letter; 
many village meetings have been held 
there and in Mysore, and thousands have 
heard the Gospel. 

Sun.—2 Corinthians 4 ;: 7-15, 
Hope in Tribulations. 

“This glorious ministry is fulfilled by 
weak, afflicted, persecuted, and decaying 
vessels, which are, moreover, worn out 
in the work, Yet the spirit of faith, the 
hope of the resurrection and of being 
presented with them for whom Paut has 
labored bears him up against the decay 
of the outer man, and all present tribu- 
lation.”"—Alford’s summarizing of this 
section. 

PRAYER SvuccGestion: Pray for the 
new translation of the. Bible into Swahili, 
the’ increasingly common language of Af- 
rican tribes, spoken by twenty million 
Africans today. The German Evangel- 
ical Missions of East. Africa have: united 
in the publication, and the Wurtumberg 
Bible,Society is printing the volume, three 
thousand copies of which had been sent 
to’ Africa by last March. 


LIGHT GLEAMS 


from the 
FOURTH GOSPEL 


Illuminating the Lessons for First Quarter, 1932 
By R. J. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 


The most benignant rays that ever fell from heaven 
to earth were sent to lead homeless wanderers back to 
‘the feet of God and to the Father's house: Nowhere do 
these ry shine more Seigntly or more pervasive! 
than in the Gosple of the Apostle of Love. Fie who pik 
towed his head 6n the Saviour’s bosom and learned 
from the heart to write ‘‘God is love” knew the way 
to the human heart as few have ever known it. The 
aimof these ‘‘Gleams’’ is to Spéeepeet John’s messages 

; 


as correctly and clearly ‘as 


234 pages, Price $1.50 





ystomatic Daily Reading Cards 
Reed Rod System | Genesis to Revelation 
How to read your Bible once each year in 15 minutes 
a day. Practica Grier to Your Friends. 
FREE 


Complete Set-Price $1.00 
Discount to Dealers. Agents Wanted SAMPLE 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for eithér. old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition: of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 

as the mew address whenever you request 

a change in your address. If in a club, 

please give mame and address of your 

club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For.Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 


. Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual; addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. % 
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